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THE TRAINING OF 
FARMERS 


The so called rural problem is one of 
the great public questions of the day It 
IS the problem of bow to develop a rural 
cmlizatiott that is permanently satisfying 
and worthy of the best desires It is a com 
plex problem, for it involves the whole 
question of making the farms profitable 
(that is, of improving farming methods), 
perfecting the business or trade relations 
of farming people, and developing an ac 
tive and efficient social structure 
As the problem is complex, so there is no 
simple or easy solution The present status 
is, of course, a phase or stage in social evo 
lution, and the improvement of the condi 
tion must be a process of further evolution 
3 



THE TRAINING OF FARMERS 
The existing condibon is not inherently bad 
or ineffective, as a whole, but in some of its 
aspects it IS relatively inefficient and un 
de^v eloped as compared with the best urbaP 
conditions It is not because the rural 
status may be less or more efficient thaP 
city conditions, however, that I am inter 
ested in it, but rather because it is not what 
it is capable of becoming, and is therefo’^e 
m need of improvement 

The rural problem is being attacked oP 
many sides by very many persons In this 
book, I speak of only one phase of the prob 
lem,— the means of training the farmer 
himself, both as a craftsman and as a citi 
"Fiom Wife •pfemV oi "sifew oi Wife toWfeg^- 
and school I have contributed several ar- 
ticles on the subject to The Century Mag 
azine With these articles, I ha\e noi^ 
incorporated others that discuss the sam^ 
general subject, together with much ne^ 
writing, so that the whole may comprise A 
homogeneous statement I hope that these 
contributions may have more value rathef 
than less from the fact that they have beeP 
separate studies, made at long enough m- 
4 



THE EURAL PROBLEM 
tervals so that the conclusions have liad 
time to season. I have discussed sonie of 
these questions in “The State and the 
Farmer”; but in the present hook I Pring 
the subjects together for the purpose of 
sho^ng some of the means now in exis- 
tence whereby farmers may be trained. 
The future will develop other means ; I ‘'ini 
here speaking of what it is possible find 
practicable to do in the present state so- 
ciety. 



The Natube op the Problem 


I F the betterment of rural conditions is 
a process of evolution, then all persons 
who are to be concerned in the evolution 
must take active part in it if they are to 
enjoy the benefits of the progress, and I 
like to think that each person will enjoy 
these benefits in about the proportion that 
he actively participates in the work of re 
construction That is to say we all bear a 
natural responsibility, as citizens, to for 
ward the rural status as well as the urban 
status, and this responsibility rests spe 
cially on all those who are near the problem 
or are a part of it The countryman must 
not be one of a reftnpient or receptive class, 
but he must himself promptly help and co 
operate to solve the rural problems and to 
discharge his full obligations to society 
This IS in large part the theme of the book 
Evert a farm is not a private business in 



THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM 
tbe sense that it should be absolved of re 
sponsibility to society and be outside all 
regulations in the interest of society 

The schools and colleges 
Schaals, colleges, especimeat statcoss, 
departments and bureaus devoted to agri 
culture and country life are now many and 
they are increasing They mark a distinct 
advance in the application of knowledge 
and teaching to the plain daily problems of 
the people They arc rapidly becoming tbe 
best expressions of the social responsibility 
of government Their work is free of cost 
to mdmdnals, and in this fact lies a dan 
ger, now becommg real, that their benefits 
will be accepted as a matter of course and 
of right, and that the individual will not 
contribute m return as much as he is under 
obligation to contribute or as will make the 
help that he receives of real value to him , 
for I assume that when a person receives 
personal help and encooragement from so 
ciety (or government) he contracts an ob 
ligation to aid soraety and his fellow man 
The institutions will render the best service 
7 



THE TRAINING OF FARMERS 
wlien they help persons to "help themselves 
and when they stimulate active local initia 
tive on the part of those with whom they 
deal or work 

The indigenous forces 
If the countryman is to be trained to the 
greatest advantage, it will not be enough 
merelv to bring in things from the outside 
and present them to him FaTtmng is a 
local business The farmer stands on the 
land In a highly developed society, he 
does not soU his farm and move on as soon 
ns fertility is m part exhausted This 
being true, he must be reached in terms of 
his environment He should be developed 
natiiely from his own standpoint and 
work, and all schools, all libraries, and or 
gamzations of whate\er kind that would 
gn e the most help to the man on the land 
must begin with this point of \ lew 

I will illustrate this by speaking of the 
current country movement to revive sports 
and games More games and recreation 
are needed in the eonntry as much as m 
the citv In fact, there may be greater 



THE NATURE OP THE PROBLEBI 
need of tbem in the conntrv th'in else 
■where The tendency seems to be just 
now, however, to introduce old folk games 
We must rememher that folk games such 
as we are likely to introduce h'i\e been de 
veloped in other countries and in other 
times They represent the life of other peo 
pies To a large extent thev are loi e mak 
ing games They are not adapted in most 
cases to onr climate To introduce them is 
toerely to bring m another exotic factor 
and to develop a species of theatricals 
I rrould rather use good games that have 
come directly out of the land Or if new 
games are ivanted I should like to try to in 
vent them, having m mind the real needs of 
a community I suspect that suggestions 
of many good sports can be found in the 
open country, that might be capable of 
considerable extension and development, 
and he made a means not only of relaxation 
but of real education We need a broad 
constructive development of rural recrea 
tion, but it should be evolved out of rural 
conditions and not transplanted from the 
city 
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Individualism 

We are gradnaUy evolrmg mto a social 
conception of government, by wbich. I mean 
that the inherent rights and welfare of all 
the citizens are to be recognized and safe 
guarded and that the whole body of citi 
zens shall work together cooperatively for 
these common ends Privilege and oppor 
tunity belong to every man, according to ^ 
his abihty and deserts It is a common 
misapprehension that this gradually ap 
proachmg social stage will eliminate indi 
ndualism and that its methods will con 
stitute a leveling process, but mdividual 
ism and social solidarity are not at all 
antipodal 

Individuality and personality are much 
to be desired, and we are nnder obligation 
to see that they arc not lost in our pro 
gressmg cmlization The farmer is the 
individualist His isolation, and his owner 
ship of land and of tools, make him so He 
may lose bis individnaiism when be at 
tempts to dispose of his product, but be 
nevertheless retains his feeling of mdivid 
10 



THE NATXTRE OF THE PROBLEM 
■aality and independence throughout life 
He may even resent any inquiry into his 
■welfare by government, even though it is 
apparent that the sole purpose of the in 
quiry is to aid him We need to preserve 
and even encourage the spirit of independ 
ence, at the same time that we forward the 
social cohesion and working together of 
farmers on all points of mutual or collec 
tive interest The educational and other 
institutions should help to do these two 
things,— to assist the farmer to rely on 
himself and to be resourceful, and to en 
courage him to work with other farmers 
for the purpose of increasing the profit 
ableness of farming and of developing a 
good social life in rural communities 

Not an ‘‘uplift'’ 

It will be seen at once that this is not at 
all a question of “uplift,” as this word is 
commonly understood The rural ques 
tion IS broadly a problem of stimulation, 
redirection, and reconstruction 

Nor is it, therefore, merely a problem 
of technical agncultare as an occupation, 
11 



THE TRAINING OF FARMERS 
although, of course, the -n-hole rural con 
dition rests on the agricultural condition 
All citizenship must rest ultimately on oe 
cupation, for all good citizens must be 
irorkers of one kind or another, and there 
must be no parasitic class The question 
directly concerns all persons who live m 
^ral communities, whatever their occupa 
tion and it concerns them m all their rela 
tions,-in relations to church, school, co 
operation, organization, to politics and all 
public improvement, and m the general 
outlook on life and the attitude toward all 
matters that affect the general welfare 
It 18 not a problem merely of the thinly 
settled farming regions but of the entire 
country outside distinctly urban influences, 
comprising hamlets, villages, and even 
small cities that sit m an agricultural 
region and are controlled by agricultural 
sentiment To designate this extra urban 
lealm I have used, for several years, the 
term “the open country,” and this Ins 
now become current m this semi technical 
or special signification 
Considered os a irlioie, the people 
12 
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of the open country l\a\e not ^et 
am%ed at a conception of a thorough!} 
social or eooperatiic societv The farm 
iDg people haie been obliged— and are 
still obliged— to give too great a pro 
portion of their thought and energy 
merel} to making a Inmg Tbev ha\ e not 
entered on the social phase and they 
scarcely knoir rrhat it means Thej are 
tied to the daily routine both because thej 
ha^e not learned how to organize and con 
duct an agricultural business effectively, 
and because they are preyed upon and sub 
3ugated by interests that control distnbn 
tion, exchange, and markets and that divert 
or exploit the common resources of the 
earth 

The farmer must be aided m his bust 
ness of farming, and the artificial bin 
drances that are not a part of this business 
must be removed or checked by govern 
ment , then he must be made to feel that he 
IS to give of his time and talent to the com 
munity In the largest sense, no person is 
a good citizen whether m country or town, 
who merely has good character and is pas 
13 



THE TRAINING OF FARMERS 
sively inoffensive and is a “good neigh 
bor ” He must be actively interested in 
the pnbhc -welfare, and be willing to put 
himself under the guidance of a good local 
leader, if he does not himself attam to 
leadership 
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The Insttfficibncjes m Cohntby Life 


A FEW months ago I attended a meet 
mg m one of the best parts of the 
com belt, that was called for the purpose of 
dascnssmg the condition of country life 
la that region The first testimony of 
those who spoke was unifortoly to the ef 
feet that farm hfe m that part of the world 
was all that could be desired All farmers 
who had given any worthy attention to 
their business wereprosperons, farms were 
paid for, the men had the best of turnouts 
and some of them had automobiles, and 
many of them not only bad money in the 
bank hut were hank directors or concerned 
in other important business enterprises 
The farmers were not complaining, and 
town people considered farm land to be a 
good investment In fact, the farmers 
were so prosperous that they were able to 
mo\e to town at fifty years of age 
15 
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I asked why they desired to move to 
town The answer was, to secure good 
^school facilities, to escape bad_roads and 
isolation, to have church privileges and to 
be able to enjoy social adi antages In other 
words, the country life of the region was 
successful only on its business side, and a 
satisfying rural society had not developed 
The town was the center of interest The 
country was not sufiBcient unto itself as a 
permanent place of abode 

The better country life 
"What I mean by a better country life is 
a rural civilization that meets the needs of 
the twentieth century, and that is able to 
hold the center of one’s interest through 
out life primarily, it must be profitable 
in money , but it is not a good civilization 
until it develops good social and educa 
tional institutions of its own, directly from 
the- resident or native forces, 'and until it 
appeals both Ib^ouTh and^d age because 
of its intrinsic attractiveness and advan 
tages A civilization of this kind will be 
the country life of tomorrow 
16 



THE INSUFEICIENCIES 
Striling xnsuficieiictes 

The most apparent deficiencies are lack 
of effective rural institutions, as of really 
liie and progressue social organizations, 
churches and schools , but all these are of 
course dependent on the earning power of 
the farmer , and this earning power is con 
ditioned on the freedom and fairness with 
which the farmer may conduct Ins busi 
ness, as compared with other men The 
middlem an system needs to be o\ erbauled 
and the abuses removed This ought to 
come about through the operation of a 
public service commission or similar body 
Foreign markets should be opened The 
inequalities of taxation should be evened 
up The discritninations in transporta 
tion rates and regulations must be cor 
reeled by the constant oversight of some 
competent authority Parcels posts and 
postal saMngs ba nks must be pro% ided A 
useful system of agricultural credit and 
banking needs to be uorked out Injus 
tices m general legislation that bear spe 
cially hea\ liy on the farmei need to be cor 
reeled Monopolistic control of streams, 
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forests, lands, and other resources must be 
regulated Good highways and other means 
of communication are to be provided 
Sanitary conditions are to be studied and 
supervision provided for public health in 
the open country Intemperance must be 
reduced The labor and immigration prob 
lems as they affect agriculture are in great 
need of thorough study The woman’s 
part in farm life must be redirected The 
scenery attractiveness of the farmmg coun 
try should be appreciated and the land 
scape features preserved and improved 
A new rural architecture must be devel 
oped There is the greatest necessity for 
a more fundamental accurate, and under 
standable knowledge of the processes of 
farmmg to the end that a perfectly ra 
tional agriculture may be developed The 
countryman of the future must be tram'^d 
for his work 

I am not to be understood as saying that 
all these shortcomings characterize all agri 
cultural regions In some country com 
munities they are not marked , but, on the 
whole the rural social structure is unde 
18 
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veloped, and even some of tlie most pros 
perons or profitable agricultural regions 
are the most barren of social and intellec 
tual resources 

Hovr to bring about reconstructive ends 
IS now the problem, but it is certain that 
the essentials of the problem are these 
(1) better knowledge, (2) better educa 
tion, (3) better and completer orgamza 
tion, (4) quickened social and spiritual 
forces 

I shall now name some of the public 
agencies that may help to bring about the 
new order 
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PART I 

THE MEANS OF TRAINING 
FARMERS 



The Means oi* Tratninq Farmers 


The farm home itself is the most impor 
tant trauung place for farmers , but m this 
book I am not considering personal and 
domestic questions The training of the 
farmer must be largely in the hands of 
government (or societj), both because the 
stimulation and direction of persons who 
need stimulation must come from the out 
side, and because government can com 
mand the sen’iees of leaders and experts 
Government will not impart information 
alone, but it will set up local organizations 
and mstitutions to apply the information 
and to set the people to work 

It is essential that government should 
tram farmers because this is the readiest 
and most effective means, in the long run, 
of saving our natural resources and be 
cause the rural problem is in the best 
sense a national problem and on its solu 
tion rests the permanent welfare of society 
23 
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As a means to these ends, government 
should encourage all voluntary efforts 
of the people of the communities In 
North America, the governmental aetivi 
ties have ontrun the organized v oluntary 
actiMties This is rather remarkable m 
a countrv in which the theory of gov 
emment has been to govern as little as 
possible Yet it should be explained that 
these governmental activities are not a 
part of “government” m the narrow sense 
of official procedure, control, and paternal 
ism, but are institutions of public better 
ment maintained by the people 
The most direct means of training 
farmers is through the schools and col 
leges of various kinds There are many 
other means, however, although they may 
not be recognized as such, I propose now 
(in Part I) to enumerate enough of these 
to explain what I mean, and then to pass 
(m Part II) to a fuller discussion of regu 
lar educational agencies 

I shall not enter into any argument to 
show that it IS necessary to train farmers 
I presume that there is no disagreement on 
24 



MEAXS OF TRAINING FARMERS 
this point I assume that farmers, as other 
men, must be trained if they are to be 
effectue worVers in the world Prom the 
point of view of society, it is essential that 
farmers be trained in order that the 
fertility of the land— on which the esis 
tence of mankind depends— shall be safe- 
guarded Other interests have been the 
beneficiaries of protection and special 
privilege , the training that the farmer re 
eeives is calculated to develop the man him 
self rather than to succor and shield his 
business 
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RintAj> Govebnmem 


rr\HE American system of government is 

I theoretically a process of self educa 
tion All rural government should produce 
improved conditions of living in country 
commimities Unfortunately, parts of it 
have fallen mto the hands of men who seeh 
mere personal advantage, and to that ex 
tent the system has been deflected from an 
organism to serve and develop the people 
into one that serves to place men in power, 
it has to this degree ceased to be ednca 
tional, and therefore has missed its func 
tion 

The subversion of government is spe 
cially marked in many rural communities, 
where local incentive is often so completely 
stifled by machinery, dommation and cus 
tom that the community is unable to work 
out any real improvement in its condition 
There is a general lack of any fundamental 
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or structural plan to improve the neigh- 
borhood in a broad or effective ivay The 
county board of supervisors, or equivalent 
group, for example, is not usually a body 
that 18 much concerned with any large plans 
for the development of the county as a 
whole, each supervisor is likely to be chiefly 
concerned to force down the expenses in his 
own township and to put the cost of im 
provements off on somebody else This 
spirit rims through rural government In 
most cases, such government is dead, as 
compared with what it might be 

We hear much of boss rule and of graft 
m municipal politics, but it is probable 
that the difficulty is as great m rural poh 
tics in proportion to the population, to the 
opportunities, and to the stakes that are 
involved 

The whole eountrj status should be 
brightened up and loosened up, with new 
life put into it I doubt whether this can 
come about until we evolve different pro 
cesses in government of rural communities 
We may even need new schemes of govern 
ment in these communities I am not at 
27 
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all sure tliat the schemes now chiefly in 
vogue are such as are designed to develop 
a new structure of society or to encourage 
the best leadership, they certainly have 
not proved themcehes We are beginning 
to study municipal government , we are m 
equal need of a fundamental reconsidera 
tion of the way in which rural communities 
may be governed To this subject I^hope 
to return at some future time 
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The EESPONsrEiLiry of State G-overitment 

AND OF PuBUC INSTITUTIONS 


A SIODEEN government not only ad 
ministers and executes, but it devel 
ops the business and the welfare of society 
There is an educational side to government 
that we will recognize more clearly as time 
goes on Public institutions bear a respon 
sibihty to the community aside from ese 
cuting their own plans or performing their 
legal functions I will first illustrate this 
by speaking of the idle farms belonging to 
the public or semi public institutions Now 
that we are beginning to recognrze the 
lery great importance of “demonstration 
farms” as means of teaching the best agn 
cultural practice, tbe state or institutional 
farms assume a new significance 


1 PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION FARMS 

The United States Department of Agri- 
culture, experiment stations, and agri- 
29 



THE TEAIKING OF FARMERS 
cultural colleges are begiiming to estab 
lish demonstration farms to teach the 
people in the localities Every public m 
stitution that owns a farm should contrib 
ute to this movement There are prison 
farms, asylum farms, almshouse farms, 
and other land properties, comprising 
many thousands of acres and located in all 
parts of the states, that might be local 
teaching agents It is not enough that 
public farms of this kind be merely ^rell 
fanned (some of them do not even meet 
this requirement) , they should all be 
demonstration areas, at least in part, to 
exhibit and evplam to the commumtiea tbe 
newer and better facts of agriculture They 
should have some hmd of relation with a 
super%using educational institution, and 
their work should be broadly organized on 
an educational basis 

We need to go still farther than this 
There are thousands of good acres of land 
in the states, located directly in the centers 
of the best communities, that are used only 
one week each year and e^en then perhaps 
with little effect on the betterment of coim 
30 
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try life These properties beloog to the 
fairs It IS apparent that here is also an 
enormous property and opportunity that 
might be made of direct and continuing 
use to the people of the communities It 
■would be possible in many cases to gro^ 
experimental crops on certain parts of the 
fair grounds, to be standing in exhibition 
■when the fair meets, or if not that, cer 
tainly the entire grounds could contribute 
to the public good fifty weeks in the > ear if 
they were carefully laid out with trees and 
shrubs and kept open as exhibition parks 
All of them could m this war become test 
grounds and recreation grounds They 
should be tied up to the idea of public bet 
terment And the fair itself should be so 
directed as to be an educational enter 
prise there is no other reason for holding 
a fair No country life institutions are so 
expensive for the lei^h of time that they 
are in sen ice for the public as the fairs 
tVe maj look for the time iThen the fairs 
themselves will be more continuous, with 
educational exhibitions given at intervals 
throughout the year when their effect will 
31 



THE TRAINING OF FARAIEKS 
be greatest All exhibits should be ex 
plained by a good teacher 
An inquiry m an eastern state (not yet 
complete) sho^s that at least 156 public in 
stitutions have farms aggregatmg more 
than 2o 000 acres and only three of the 
institutions are conducting agricultural 
experiments Of semi public institutions 
twenty one have farms with more than 
2500 acres but no experiments are con 
ducted Two of the mstitutions that make 
experiments are poor farms or almshouses 
and one is a state school Of the sixty two 
fairs reporting none conducts tests or ex 
penroents on the grounds 


2 rWEVTOBIES OF BURAL SESOUBCES 

The government of the state has a larger 
responsibility to tbe coontrj pioblem thin 
merely to turn over the rural institutions to 
the general good It must set coustructn e 
forces in motion It must de\ elop the busi 
ness and welfare of countr\ 1 fe 
3 ^ 
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TVe must know exactly what our re 
sources are We arc accustomed to geo 
logic'll surveys and to censuses to count 
tlie voters and make apportionment of 
\oting districts We m\entor> our min 
eral resources But we have no accurate 
knowledge of the soils m the different 
localities, of local climate, the wealth of 
localities in the way of woodlots and small 
streams, the feasibi l ity of dm eloping small 
i ndustries in the communities <and the 
open country needs new industries and new 
interests), no good studios of local mar 
kets-or of the kmds of agriculture that it 
would be best to encourage m any section 
The central espenment station or col 
lege engages in the discoierj of principles 
but it may not be able to applv them in 
other parts of the state, because it has no 
specifications of conditions in these parts 
Neither has the farmer himself any ade- 
quate concept of the conditions, because no 
one has given him the knowledge and no 
one has it to give We are now passing 
the stage of exploitation in agriculture 
We are rapidly coming to a time when spe- 
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cial skill must develop on our farms This 
skill is, of course, conditioned on local 
knowledge The greatest fundamental need 
in country life is a thorough gomg survey 
in detail of our agricultural resources 
Something is bemg done in this direction 
by the colleges of agriculture, but it is 
pitiably small when compared with the 
needs Within such a survey scheme should 

be included as component parts, all soil 
surveys, orchard surveys, live stock and 
dairy surveys and whatever other system 
( atic studies are made of the products, m 
dustries, people, and institutions of the 
^localities All this geographical know 
f ledge should be mapped and platted 

An agricultural survey of national scope 
should be set on foot, with all the states 
cooperating The work should be nation 
alized under the United States Department 
of Agriculture A well analyzed plau 
should be made by a committee of com 
petent persons representing many regions 
and many Imes of study The scheme hav 
ing been perfected, the work could proceed 
systematically year after year, each state 



RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENT 
completing its own field as rapidly as it 
chose Certain phases or parts of the m 
vestigation could probably best be carried 
by the national government The im 
portant considerations are that the plan 
shall be well studied, the work correlated, 
and the movement progressive It will be 
only when we collect and compare snch 
data that we can hope to take the best steps 
to establish a thoroughly sound country 
life in the localities 


3 AITITTTDE TOWABD THE FARMER IN 
LEGISLATION 

Because the farmers are not organized, 
their interests are likely to suffer or to he 
overlooked m the makmg of legislation I 
will illustrate what I mean by the game 
law legislation No type of legislation 
seems to be in a more hopeless or chaotic 
condition than that relatmg to the pres 
ervation of small game Laws are enacted 
that apply to particular localities and not 
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to localatie-: adjacent to them, or that plea'^e 
a certain set of T>ort«men, or that have 
certain Tiecial intere't^ m mind. 2^0^* 
^rcu. i game to a larae extent a natnral 
product of farm*- AJI game is a prodnt’t 
of the earth, ^^o far as the earth i" o’vned 
for prodnctive pnrpo'^- it is controlled bj 
the farmer The general re-nlt of gam^ 
law legidation and agitation i« to antas 
onjge the farmer agam-t the sportsman^ 
vrberea' their intere-fs ought to be baf 
momzed and nnified There mn't be fnnds 
mental prmciple'- on which «nch legislation 
mav re-t and the-e principle* would neee- 
'‘anJv recognize that the farmer ha« right- 
as we^ a- the sportsman. Laws so mad* 
wonld pnt the farmer and the sportsman 
into svmpathv and can'e them to work to 
gether to the betterment of each. 

The reader can extend thi« observation 
to manv other form* of legislation. 



The READI^G Habit 


"TTTHAT the farmer reads has great 
' V influence on his training The li 
hranes carry a distinct obligation here, 
particularly since traveling libraries and 
rural libraries are being greatly extended 
To a large extent the effect of library work 
IS to cause persons to read for entertain- 
ment The countryman, however, needs to 
read for courage, that he may overcome 
his' f^ lism and inertia Herein is where 
library schemes are likely to be fundamen 
tally weak, if m fact not radically wrong 
for the countryman I would not eliminate 
the natural desire of anybody to read for 
entertainment, but I would make a special 
effort to develop in the countryman a habit 
of reading such things as will give him per- 
sonal mastery over his conditions 

Rural literature 

There is verj little good literature that 
is specially adapted to rural communities 
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except the technical agricultural books aud 
bulletins It is often said that farm homes 
are greatly lacking m books and m maga 
zmes This is often true One reason is 
that there is so httle literature that is 
really applicable to the farmer's general 
condition and also becanse his whole tram 
mg leads him to think in terms of expen 
ence rather than in terms of books There 
are many farm homes that are well snp 
phed with good literature, and the number 
IS rapidly increasing In the old days one 
would be likely to find a copy of “Pilgrim's 
Progress, ’’the novels of Scott and Dickens, 
a copy of “Robinson Crusoe” and other 
books of the earlier order The Bible is 
found everywhere, but it is too often read 
in the country, as in the city, from the point 
of view of “texts” and not interpreted m 
terms of present day life If I were mak 
mg out a set of books for reading any 
where, I should want to mclude some of 
the modem expositions or adaptations of 
biblical literature in order that the Scrip 
lire might he made applicable and vital to 
the lives of the people 
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Tlie novels have no special relation to 
the actual conditions under which the 
farmer lives I would not advise that all 
reading have relabon to the life of the 
present, but some of it certainly should be 
applicable in order that it may have mean 
mg We have very few good novels de 
pictmg the real farmer A good many 
farmer characters have been drawn, but 
most of them are caricatures, whether so 
intended or not, and present a type of 
life and a vocabulary which, if they exist 
at all, are greatly the exception Com 
mon novels are likely to be exotic A good 
part of them are read because they are the 
best sellers of the tune 
The bulletms of the experiment stations 
and departments of agriculture are now 
widely distributed , but they are not read as 
much as they ought to be This is m part 
because the mailing lists are not selective, 
and in part because the reader may have no 
fundamental knowledge to enable him to 
use them In many cases the bulletins 
themselves are unreadable and are only 
reference texts 
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■\Ve have practically no good poems of 
American farm life A poem of the plow 
boy IS \ery likely to he one that sees the 
plow boy from the highway rather than 
one that expresses the real sentiment of 
labor on the land I do not know where 
I can find a dozen first class poems of 
farming Farm poems usually are written 
from the study outward, and by persons 
who see farming at long range, or who come 
to it with the city man’s point of view 
The nature books are largely forced and 
lack personality There are, of course, 
distinct ezceptioDS, but taking the books 
as a whole mj espenence seems to justify 
this judgment We need native and sen 
sible books with country direction m them 
■\Ye need something like the Burroughs 
mode applied to farm operations and farm 
objects 

Of late the reportorial type of literature 
has forced itself into country hfo subjects 
The reporter discovers a high point here 
and there, does not understand relation 
ships, writes something that is efferves- 
cent and entertaining and i ery likely mis- 
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leading The “wonders of science” idea 
has also expressed itself in agricultural 
writing, and we are beginning to produce 
a type of ixteratnre that is unsafe Some 
person who is doing good quiet work m 
the improving of crops, or in other agricul 
turai fields, is hkelv to be disco\ered by a 
facile reporter, and bis woik maj be made 
to appear as a sensation 
"We have no history of farm life or farm 
people I have recently been much im- 
pressed with this lack, when I have been 
trying to find biographical data of a great 
many persons who have hod much influence 
in developing good country life in North 
America The careers of these persons 
do not appear in onr standard biographies, 
although persons who may have accom 
phshed much less may be included The 
result IS that no ideal of leadership in 
agricultural or country life affairs is 
put before the boy or girl The biogra 
pines that the youth reads are of persons 
who have made their way m other careers 
Yet, as a matter of fact, scores of per 
sons whose names are unknown to the 
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•standard books have exerted an influence 
that IS truly national m its character 
These persons should be listed among the 
teroes to whose accomplishments the 
young generation may aspire 

There are gilded publications that appeal 
to city persons who have an extrmsic in 
terest m the country, or to those who have 
abundant money to spend , but they exert 
little, if any influence on the development 
■of a native country life 

The agricultural press is now very exten 
sive and is contributing to the developing 
of the reading habit, at the same time that 
it spreads information and puts the reader 
in touch with current topics 

We need a high class journal of a new 
type that will interest men svmpatheticallv 
and psychologically in farm life, devoting 
only a secondary part of its space to the 
smaller questions of technical farming 
Another mode of developing the reading 
habit IS by means of reading courses and 
readmg clubs, which are now beginning to 
he organized by the agricultural colleges 
These are likely to ha\e great influence in 
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Tural communities because (1) they are 
directly related to the life of the people, 
and (2) because they are dynamic or have 
an active folloir up system 

Need of orgamzatton 

Every social or educational organization 
that exists in the open country should be a 
means of developing and spreading the 
reading habit Local granges should be 
reading centers The fanners’ institutes 
should leave behind them some kind of an 
organization that will continue the work of 
the institute and develop the reading habit 
All country churches, and all country 
schools, should also be agents m the same 
cause All these organizations should be 
made distributive centers for good liters 
ture They should all aid m distributing 
the bulletins of the experiment station of 
that state The local library will often be 
able to distribute ttie experiment station 
bulletms much more effectively than the 
experiment station itself, because the 
library should know the local needs and 
the habits of hfe of its constituents 
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We are mueh m need of a coordmatioii 
or association of all these various efforts 
If there is no formal organization as be- 
tween them all, I am sure that there should 
be a cooperative interest between them s(? 
that they will ah work together harmoni 
ously toward one end All these agencie? 
should be acti\ e Thev should know whaf 
other agencies are doing Each one of 
them should preserve its full autonomy^ 
but it will do more concrete work if if 
knows its own field, and will be stimulated 
to greater effort if it knows what other or 
ganizations are doing 

The libraries 

There should be a librarv in everv rural 
town This library should ha\e relation 
to its community, as a school or a church 
ha*; It should be an educational center 
The tra^ eling libraries have pro\ ided a 
new way of developing the readmg habit in 
the country and m remote towns It un 
doubtedlv Las had great influence, although 
I thmk that the character of its literature 
needs to be reconsidered 

If libraries and librarians are only a 
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Tueans of distributing books, a)l that needs 
to be done is to perfect the machinery or 
the mechanics of the work If they are to 
energize the people aed to redirect the cur 
rents of local civilization, the% must do 
very much more than tlua They must in 
spire the reading habit, direct it and then 
satisfv it We need not so much to know 
;)ust what kind of books to put in the hands 
of readers as to establish a new purpose 
in library effort It is not enough to sat 
isfy the demands of readers w© must do 
constructive work by creating new de 
mands 

The uorld oiitloot 

Of course, I would not limit the countrv 
man's view to his own environment I 
would begin with the things at home, as I 
would begin to teach the child by means of 
what IS within its rai^e, and then I would 
lead out to the world activities There is 
every reason whv a farmer should have as 
broad a view of life and of the things that 
lie beyond as any other man has but this 
comes as a natural evten-uon ot his proper 
education 



Health CovDino'S’s ry the OpEy CoiryTET 

I N our approach to coimtrv life ques- 
tions, vre have largelv overlooked the 
subject of the phv^ica! effieiencv of country 
people, vet here is a problem of funda 
mental importance, and attention to it by 
ail public agencies becomes at once a 
powerful factor in education The rural 
districts cannot develop to their greatest 
possibilities until everv precaution is taken 
to preserve the health of the resident in 
habitants This is nowhere more marked 
than m the necessitv of controlling the 
farm labor supply The excessive death 
rate among children, which obtains in some 
parts of the countrv, mav be a direct cause 
of scarcity of farm labor "We must also 
develop strong and resistant bodies at 
matnntv m order that the real work of the 
farm mav be well accomplished Public 
health is one of our greatest natural re- 
sources, as important to conserve as iron, 
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coal, or timber No doubt our greatest 
national loss and •waste lies m disease and 
reduced bodily etBciency of the citizens of 
the Repnblic 

The sanitary condition of the open conn, 
try IB also of the greatest importance ta 
the city and the town Prom the country 
are derived water, milk, and nearly all the 
food consnmed in the cities The condi 
tion of these supplies is of the greatest 
sequence to every person hving in an 
urban community As society becomes 
better organized, every member of it bears, 
increasing responsibilities toward the otb^ 
members Therefore there is a distmc^t 
brotherhood responsibility on the part of 
the country toward the faealthfulness of 
urban regions , and a no less reciprocal re- 
sponsibility on the part of the city toward 
the country 

I do not know whether the health condi 
tions of the country are worse than tho^e 
of the city, I make no comparison what 
ever as between rural and urban commupv 
ties I mean only to state wbat some of 
the country conditions are 
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1 SOME OF THE SPECIFIC HEAl-IH 
DEFICIEACIES 

I "mil mention some of the deficiencies of 
public health m rural districts In mak 
mg these remarks I do not have m mind 
merely the question of di«e'ise I vrish to 
consider the vhole qacstion broadlv to m 
elude the lack of ph\ sical eEBcieney in what 
ei er wav it mav be expressed 

Physical iratmng 

There is a widespread lack of apprecia 
tiou on the part of the farmer of the neces 
sity of good physical training He is hkelv to 
feel that because he leads an outdoor life 
and has muscular exercise he does not 
need to give attention to phvsical develop 
ment The fact is however that the 
farmer is as much in need of sethn" up ’ 
ns nny other man His rontme work rany 
not contribute to the development of a well 
proportioned and strong plnsique The 
number of ill formed broken Inrao nnd im 
perfectly developed men and women im 
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presses tliis fact The modern nding ma 
chmerj lias not contributed to the phj sical 
de\ elopment of the farmer One has only 
to note the posture of the man as he sits 
on the plow the reaper, or the wagon seat 
to see that this is true He is hkelr to take ) 
the position of a horseshoe rather than to ! 
Sit upright with straight back and well 
carried shoulders We need to gn e more 
attention to the mode of construction of 
seats on our farm machinery and vehicles 
The man who follows the plow is ^ery likely 
to fall into a loose and shambling gait, 
with stooped shoulders and an unequal 
poise of the body, the plow handles are per 
haps too low to allow him to stand erect 
and carry himself well The lack of good 
posture and good carriage (both of which 
contribute greatly to physical ef&ciencv) is 
also marked in most housewives They 
ha\e not learned how to stand or to walk 
or ei en how to sit Directors of gymnasia 
find that country youth usually need a radi 
cal setting up, even though they may have 
strong muscles, clear complexions, and 
robust health If, in addition to these use 
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ful native qualities, the young man or 
young woman could acquire the proper 
physical carriage and development, much 
would be gained toward resisting the de- 
mands of later life The farmer is likely 
to be careless of his body 

I do not know whether any careful sta 
tistics have been made comparing the 
physical development of farm folk with 
other folk It is not unusual for persons 
of good observation and in full sympathy 
iWith raral conditions to say to me that the 
physical health and development of farm 
people 18 lower than of other people of 
comparable position in life, although this 
IS contrary to the prevailing opinion It is 
said that flattened chests, spinal curvature, 
weak arches of the feet, and similar defi 
ciences, are marked in certain classes of 
students coming largely from rural dis 
tnets It IS a current saying that the isola 
tion drives many farm women insane, this 
I think, IS an error If it is true, it affords 
the best possible argument for such an 
educational program as will give the 
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TPoman neTV interests m life, there is no 
doubt ubout the necessity of the progiam, 
from every point of view 


Long hours 

As a whole, the farm exacts too long 
hours of work to enable the farmer and his 
wife to develop the best physical resis 
tance They become fagged , they have too 
little time and strength to gue to recrea 
tion, reading, and to intellectual pursuits 
in general, thereby making life exclusively 
physical A shortening of the hours of 
labor must come about through a general 
reorgamzation of the farm scheme follow 
ing the gradual application of science and 
business to the work of the farm In some 
of the best farming regions, a farmer’s 
day does not now average more than about 
nme and one half hours It is especially nec 
essary that woman’s work be so reorganized 
that she will have time enough and strength 
enough to enable her to take part in some of 
the larger affairs of the community There 
IS no one way wheret^ the farm work and 
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the houseTTork naTi be reorganized, but the 
reorganization most come as a matter of 
necessity 

"We are now makmg the mistake of 
trying merely to improve the present order, 
whereas we need to develop a new point of 
view and to realize that all our systems and 
modes of life must change in order that 
they may he adapted to changmg condi 
tions At a time when there is a marked 
tendency to shorten the hours of physical 
toil and expand the intellectual opportuni 
ties, wc cannot expect that the farmer will 
be an exception, although his hours can 
never be arbitrarily regulated 

Clean»ess 

Greater attention needs to be given to 
common cleanlmess The whole question 
of sanitation is said to be one of cleanness, 
although this statement is too sweeping 
I have m mind not onlj bodily cleanliness, 
hut also the general appreciation of the 
importance of tid\ and well kept surround 
mgs This is fundamentally a question of 
attitude toward life, but it also has very 
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distinct special bearing on the spread of 
disease Whether in city or country, the 
first essential to conditions of good health 
is the elnnmation of all wastes, the destruc 
tion of all rubbish and refuse and the free 
use of water, soap, and disinfectants 
ilany uncleanly personal hahvts must be 
oiereome and banished from rural com 
munities In tlie remoter parts, these 
habits are likely to persist Perhaps noth 
ing has done more to challenge attention 
to the essentials of cleanlinoss than the 
recent agitation for “clean milk ” A man 
cannot make clean milk witliout himself 
being clean, and being clean of germs m 
person and in bams, enforces a wholly 
new conception of what cleanliness is The 
agitation against promiscuous espectora 
tion should be extended to the country dis 
tricts, not only for protection against 
tuberculosis but to enforce standards of 
decency A sensitive civilization cannot 
^_developed in a spitting community 
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Good air 

There is still great need of emphasizing 
the importance of fresh air It is most 
strange that persons who spend the day 
m the open air are likely to bottle them 
selves up at night I suppose that the 
fear of fresh air is m part expressive of 
our general philosophy of hfe, whereby we 
unconsciously carry the idea that man is in 
warfare with nature "We shut our doors 
to nature Our windows are small and 
cramped, as if we only grudgingly let in the 
out of doors Before we knew the nature 
of contagious disease, it was very natural 
that we should consider the atmosphere to 
be responsible for all kinds of insidious 
enemies Disease was supposed to be due 
to some effluence or miasma, and we shut 
our doors to it Now that we are able to 
distingmsh the effects of air from mosqui 
toes, flies, and germs, we should begin to 
discriminate m our habits The best cmli 
zation will come when we put ourselves m 
sympathetic attitude toward nature, rather 
than when we antagonize it, and we shall 
51 



HEALTH CONDITIONS 
learn what things are noxious and take 
means to avoid them The spread of tu 
herenlosis in northern regions in former 
time was due not so much to the fact that 
winters were cold as to the battening up of 
doors and windows Sometime we shall 
learn how to warm oor houses and at the 
same time supply them with clean air 

Ignorance of disease 

There is still widespread ignorance of 
the nature of contagious disease There 
ore those who think that a swale or an 
overflowed stream is in itself a source of 
disease The result is, in some parts of 
the country, that there is too much visiting 
in case of contagious disease, or persons 
may have a white fear of all sickness that 
they cannot understand and thereby avoid 
the sufferer and leave him without suffi 
cient care 

The lack of knowledge of the nature of 
disease and the difficulty of seciirmg a phy- 
sician quickly, no doubt contribute largely 
to the use of what are called patent medi- 
cines I would not condemn all proprie- 
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tary remedies , bat it is really a mar\ eloas 
thing what faith we have m the label on 
the bottle It is a carious psychological 
state AVithont knowing what ails him or 
what the bottle contains if only the label 
IS reassuring the man puts the contents 
into his stomach He asks no questions, 
he takes no advice I do not know of any 
other habit that exhibits such supreme 
faith, and the signs on the fences and 
barns show that our faith still abides 

We need to appreciate the nature of our 
dependence on domestic animals This re 
lationship has its samtary bearings A 
number of the animal diseases are trans 
missible to man A healthy herd goes far 
toward insuring a healthy family , and the 
habit that dev elops good health in animals 
IS likelv also to develop good health m 
human beings 

Diet 

In many families the diet is monotonous, 
innutritious, and poorly prepared It is 
not such as to develop strong and resistant 
bodies There are some geographical 
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regions in irhieh this deficienej* is marked 
"We are beginning to feed our cattle directly 
for milk production or beef production 
that IS for efficiency We ought also to 
begm to feed ourseU es for efficiencv ^Miat 
ever is said of the countrv cool in" boiv 
ever it has the transcendent meiit of being 
honest it is just what it pretends to be 
The most artistic fabrications (with music) 
may be compounded in the \ ictuals that one 
finds at the polite hotels and restaurants 

Waters and uastes 

The general dependence on wells has an 
important bearing on health in the open 
country We all know what dangers are 
likely to overtake the well unless it is a ery 
carefully safeguarded The spring may 
be safer or it may not depending on cir 
cumstances The point is that we need to 
gue increased attention to the guaidmg of 
our water supplies whatever their source 
The greatest care must be taken to re 
move tie wastes Perhaps there is no 
single deficiency in country life that is 
more marked than this Soil pollution and 
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•water pollution are responsible for a 
ber of our most widespread and danger 
ous diseases Typhoid fever is one tJi® 
hook worm disease of the South is another 

Sanitary houses 

There are very few sanitary dwellings 
This IS true of country and city alike 
have budded houses for protection and to 
cover our household gods but we ha^® 
given very little attention to buildmghouses 
for health Fresh air sunlight water suP 
plies removal of wastes the saving of 
steps and of useless effort cleanliness 
cheerfulness restfulness must all be coh 
sidered m a residence that is really good to 
live m 

Sighnays 

The lack of good highways has its pubh® 
health significance It is difBcult to secuf® 
expeditious medical and surgical service 
in many parts of the country because of th® 
lack of traversable roads It is natural 
that the physician or surgeon should dreod 
such roads This lack of service is liketf 
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to increase the conntryman's confidence m 
the medicine bottle, and also the depend 
ence on the midwife who m many cases 
may not be too cleanly or too well informed 
and the results of whose practice may not 
at once be apparent 

'Rural diseases 

A number of imp^>rtant diseases are 
mo'stly rural and need to be given special 
attention by those who arc interested m 
country life affairs Typhoid fever is es 
aentially a rural disease in its origin , so is 
malaria Perhaps the most remarkable 
example now before the public is the hook 
worm disease of the South, to which I have 
already referred, and which is said to m 
volve four million people The parasite 
that produces this disease has been termed 
“the germ of laziness " It is quite hope 
less to rely only on teaching and preaching 
with persons who are lU with hook worm, 
they need medical attendance 


59 



THE TRAINING OF FARilEES 


2 SOME OP THE REMEDIES FOR HEALTH 
CONDITIONS 

My first observation is tbat it is natural 
to be healthy I do not know whether most 
of us have discovered this fact "We ba^o 
put the emphasis on disease M'e have 
thought sickness to be a kind of ;)udgmcnt 
or punisliment, as if we were all doihg 
penance m this world Mlien we meet a 
friend, we say “I hope you are well " th© 
presumption is that he is sick, but we still 
ba^ e hopes that he may have escaped "W© 
must overcome the notion that disease is an 
act of Providence There seems to be a 
widespread belief tbat the organs of th© 
human body tend to go wrong and that 
therefore tliey must be regulated, so ive 
have liver regulators, stomach regulators, 
uerve regulators, and others 'WearebegiU- 
nmg to place the emphasis on sanitation 
rather than on disease It is natural for a 
fruit tree to bear it is our business to re- 
mo%e the obstacles to its bearing, it i© 
natural for human beings to be healthy it 
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IS our part to remove the obstacles We 
no^r have colleges of medicine and of dis- 
ease, but vre shall sometime ha\e colleges 
of health The mental attitude to-^ard 
health and disease is the first thing to be 
considered To a great extent, our state 
of rmnd determines the bodilj* functions 
and controls the progress of disease This 
is Tvell illustrated in the undoubted success 
of many of the systems of faith cure We 
must arru e at a sense of master^ o\ er our 
selves 

Netv h»d of dnelhng 
We must liaie a new kind of country 
residence Every budding should be 
adapted to its place and its uses, and it 
should be built as largely as possible of 
native and local material Many a farm 
er’s wife has worn herself out by going up 
stairs and downstairs and traveling through 
intermediate lOoms, when a different plan 
of the budding might have placed the 
kitchen and dining room and the supplies 
withm easv reach Water must be taken 
into the house and ail wastes must be taken 
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out and safely di^osed of It as not diffi 
cult to supply water to a farm residence 
It can be supplied from springs, pumped 
by windmills or gas engines, sypboned 
from wells on higher land, provided from 
roof water stored in attics, or by the pres 
sure tank system The time will soon come 
when every first class farm home will be 
supplied with these essentials It is the 
part of the colleges of agriculture to intro 
duce a new rural architecture 

I know it IS difficult to overcome the pre] 
udice, but I think that I ba\e the solution 
to the question I advise country girls not 
to accept the proposal of any young man 
nntil he promises to provide the house with 
water supplies and a sanitary kitchen The 
question could be settled in ten > ears 

Inspections 

Rural manufacturing establishments that 
prepare food must he inspected, not only 
as to the honesty of the product but as 
to its wbolesomeness and healthfulncss 
Creameries cheese factories, canning fac 
tones, and others are of this kind Of late 
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years the practice has developed of inspec 
tion of dairies and creameries by city 
boards of health The city considers this 
to be necessary m order to protect its 
people The city inspector, however, is 
likely not to understand the practical con 
ditions nnder which the farmer works, and 
antagonism often arises between the city 
officers and the producers It is really not 
a city function to inspect dairies and 
creameries It is a state function This 
■work should be performed by a state de- 
partment or state college or some similar 
institution that is entirely unpartisan and 
non political and that is thoroughly con 
versant mth farm conditions and in syra 
pathy with the farmer as well as the con 
Sumer 

Greater attention needs to be giien to 
local slaughter bouses Many of them are 
not only an offense to the community but 
present most unsamtary conditions through 
the feeding of the offal to swine, and other 
practices 
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Attitude of societies 

The regular rural societies and orgam 
zations should now begin to discuss public 
health questions m the same spirit in which 
they are aecuctomed to consider purely 
agricultural questions The wide awake 
physician should be mterested in these sub- 
jects and the sanitarj engineer and others 
should have a modern and r'ltional point 
of view on the question of good health and 
physical development It is especially im 
portant that women s clubs take up this 
kind of work energeticallv and they have 
done this in manv places 
The rural organizations carry a lespon 
sibility m the training of farmers in other 
than the technical agricultural relations 

rarm laborer 

e must develop a new attitude at least 
in some parts of the country toward the 
labormg man TVe must regard him not 
only as a fellow man but we need also to 
see that he does not become a spreader of 
disease and therebv a menace to the com 
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munity No douLt a part of tbe t57)boid 
fever is due to cases of “walking t3'phoid'% 
and tbe danger of the spread of tubercu 
losis and other diseases by means of poorly 
housed, imguided and transient farm labor 
IS by no means inconsiderable 

T/ie school 

Of course, tbe school lias a responsibility 
to public health, for good healtli is mostly 
a direct question of teaching The school 
should teach persons how to live This 
means that every pupil who has had any 
school training should ha\e some kind of 
an idea of the bodily functions and their 
control, and how and what to eat It is 
less important to teach physiologv as ordi 
nanly understood than to teach hygiene 
It IS the part of the schools to correct and 
eliminate the mock sentiment that now 
precludes an understanding of the natural 
functions of the human body The lack of 
discussion and rational knowledge of these 
subjects contributes directly not only to 
physical inefficiency but to a coarse vul 
ganty It is a good suggestion recently 
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made that one week of each year be given 
over m the schools to the discuosion of 
health and sanitation this period to be 
called a Health Week 

Supertiston 

I may summarize these suggestions by 
saying that e\ery one of us carries a nat 
oral responsibility to develop good pnb 
lie health "W e are all under obligation to 
see that society is effective and it cannot 
be effective without strong and smoothly 
workmg bodies I\e must develop i 
spirit toward the isolated and the disad 
vantaged man This spirit would have 
great results m the traming of rural people 

Government must interest itself m health 
as well as m other social and economic 
questions The federal government has no 
legal right or power to inv estimate human 
diseases in any of the sovereign states cv 
cept at quarantme stations although it 
muj freely investigate the disease« of 
chickens cattle and pigs Certain sant 
tarv questions are so important and wide 
spread that thev become national rather 
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than state problems One of these is the 
hook ^orm disease of the South, mentioned 
before If society has a right to compel 
persons to go to school, it has an equal 
moral right to compel them to be healthy 
tVe concede the right of government of 
calling men out to war It is a marvelous 
thing that the mass of mankind will allow 
itself to be driven to slaughter I am won 
dering whether the time will not come when 
it will allow itself to be driven to life and 
health Society now has a right to kill, but 
it has not an equal right to make well The 
last right that a man surrenders is the 
right to be sick 

"We must establish a better regulation of 
health in the open country City boards of 
health are continuously in operation and 
usually they are effective If the open 
country has a board of health, it is usually 
operative only when some epidemic or 
other dire necessity arises A thorough 
going health organization for the open 
country is as important as similar organ 
izations for the city, and it is to the inter 
est of society and of each of us to see that 
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such a provision conies about This regu 
lation must be both state and local , and tb^ 
vork should be nationalized by the estab 
lishment of public health work on a worthy 
basis at Washington, and by a widespread 
educational propaganda 
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F ARilEBS have not yet learned how to 
■work together effectively They have 
nomberless orgamzations, but there is a 
lack of good ‘ ‘ team work ’ ’ The \ ery mdi 
vidnahsm of the man makes him either 
s'uspicious of other men or undesirous of 
working with them The farmers in any 
region are engaged mostly in the same 
bud of farming, and they regard them- 
selves as competitors rather than coopera- 
tors It is now beginmng to appear that 
it IS usnally more profitable for a former 
to grow the same crops that his neighbors 
do, for the community comes to have a 
reputation for certain products and it at 
tracts buyers and bidders , better transpor 
tation rates and f acibties are secured , and 
the common interest brings expert know 
ledge into the community The immediate . 
region, rather than the separate man, f 
should be conceived of as an economic unit. ' 
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\ ‘Wlien firmly united on correct principles, 
a community of farmers can accomplish 
anything within reason in the regulation 
of production, labor, markets, schools, 
churches, and general betterment They 
should seldom organize merely to oppose or 
expose the existing conditions, even though 
these conditions are bad, but gradually, by 
careful study and systematic action, to 
bring a new condition out of the old 
The educational results of organized ef 
fort must not be overlooked Many boys 
and girls have been put in the way of im 
proMng themselves by the local grange, 
pomological society, or other club or so 
eiety 

Organized effort becomes an active 
means of real training of farmers, a kind 
of community school There are localities 
in which organizations of one kind or an 
other have transformed the life of the 
region 

The farm home ts a democracy 

The farmer really has the very best 
school in cooperative democracy in his own 
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farraiDg, if his business is properly con 
ducted All members of the family are 
y'orkers The home is so much a part of 
the farm that one is not sold without the 
other If the boys and e^irls are given a 
share-interest in a good farm (and allowed 
to keep it), they usually like the business 
and stay on the farm The same principle 
might be applied to the community 
Inasmuch as the city, speaking broadly, 
has not yet solved the problem of perma 
nently providing a growing population, the 
farm home assumes a most important rela 
tion to civilization It is charged with the 
dutynotonly of mamtaimng the open conn 
try but of contributing population to the 
city The farm home also carries an 
obligation to mamtam the quality of the 
population It IS a preservator of morals, 
and it 19 well, therefore, that the farming 
people is conservative I hope that the 
country folk realize these responsibilities 

The farmer's faialtsm 
Experience m working together has its 
psychological results The real country 
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man is likely to be a fatalist, altbcmgh he 
may not know it and he may resent it i^ 
told His -work is m the presence of the 
elemental forces of nature These forces 
are beyond his power to make or to nn 
make He cannot change the ram or sun 
shine or storm or drought The result of 
this IS that the man may either develop A 
complacent and joyful resignation, taking 
thmgs as they come and making the best 
of them, or else a species of rebellion that 
leads to a hopeless and pessimistic outlook- 
on life I am convmced that much of the in 
ertia of country people is traceable to th^ 
essential fatalism of their outlook on th^ 
world 

This outlook of helplessness is to 
overcome by giving the man the power an^ 
courage of science, whereby he may in sotc^ 
degree overcome, control, or mitigate th^ 
forces of nature, or at least effectively ad 
jnst himself to them, and bv securmg the 
impulse of collected action 

Agricultural colleges, experiment sta 
tions, and other institutions are giving the 
countryman no end of fact We have not 
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yet organized this fact mto such a philos- 
ophy of application, however, as to give the 
countryman full confidence in his ability to 
contend with his native conditions The 
new knowledge that the farmer acquires is 
likely to be held as a mere passive -posses 
Sion , it does not work itself out mto action 
as it would in the case of men who are or 
ganized to accomplish definite results An 
organized community is one in which the 
new knowledge and appliances are put into 
use 

The communitt/ should prove up 
Rural societies can accomplish much for 
the community by putting up money to 
have special investigations made of the lo 
cal or special problems A society of gin- 
seng growers recently made a purse to call 
in a plant pathologist to make investiga- 
tions of ginseng diseases This illustrates 
a very important principle the college of 
agriculture or the experiment station of 
the state cannot find iiiG funds to meet all 
the difficulties in the state, and the people 
should be walling to contribute money for 
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the solution of the problems of their special 
business or region (page 6) It is no 
doubt the part of the institution or of far 
mers’ institutes or other agencies to set 
backward neighborhoods into action, but it 
does not follow that the institution should 
forever carry the neighborhood or indus 
trv As a neighborhood becomes pros 
perous, it should be glad to help those who 
are less fortunate The farmer has been 
60 long accustomed to saving that it is hard 
for him to acquire the habit of giving 
If a stock growing community la per 
plezed by a feeding problem or a petr 
growing community is injured by the 
pear blight let the people unite andcalUhe 
best advice If investigations are needed 
that the college or experiment station can 
not undertake, Jet the people collect a purse 
of say $600 a year for two or three years 
and hai e the institution send a special post 
graduate or adianced student into the re 
gion to work the problem out under the 
immediate direction of the college author 
ities This would give the locality the 
benefit of the most expert help at the mini 
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mum cost, and it might be helping a needy 
and worthy student at the same time, in 
this wav, the locality could ba've tlie dis 
tinction and satisfaction of maintaining 
what would be practically a scholarship or 
fellowship, and the people would become 
aetne cooperators in the public work of 
the state In very many cases this method 
would he far better than the common prac 
tice of running to the legislature for every 
difficulty, and it would ehminate the neces 
sity of depending for betterment work on 
the politician and office holder It would 
strongly develop the ability of self gov 
ernment 

It does not follow, because a county fair, 
a farmers’ club or a shipping association 
asks the college of agriculture or esperi 
ment station to send exhibits or a lecturer 
or an investigator, that the institution is 
under obligation to do so It may be quite 
as important that the local organization 
‘ ‘ prove up, ’ ’ show that it deserves the help, 
that it will take pains to cooperate and to 
execute the work I have known many 
cases in which the people in the locality sit 
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idly by or look on in curiosity while investi- 
gators work hard to throw light on a local 
problem; and I have gone back into the 
community years after to find the same 
difficulties and to hear the same questions 
as to cause and remedy. This is not fair. 

The country church ^ 

It is not only a question of making new 
organizations, but qnite as much of re- 
directing old ones The country church is 
one of the organizations that need to enter 
new fields, or, perhaps better, to do some 
of their work m a new way All of usandall 
organizations bear responsibility to soci- 
ety, the church as much as any and perhaps 
more than any Rev S tV. Pratt, in Al- 
legany County, N. Y, suggests that “a 
country church might organize a Farmers' 
Brotherhood to good advantage ” There 
are many country churches that are carry- 
ing this responsibility. The system of 
cooperative creameries in Minnesota grew 
out of an organization at Clark’s Grove, 
and this parent organization came out of 
the local church 
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The country church baa a much larger 
responsibility, and, therefore, a much 
larger opportumty than the public in gen 
eral has realized If it once recognizes its 
social responsibility to its community, it 
vill exercise an ei-en more poirerful mflu 
ence than it does at present, and will be 
one of the very important factors in our 
rural progress In many places the rural 
church has practically died out In other 
places it IS very weak Many persons have 
felt that the usefulness of the country 
church IS passing This may be true to 
some degree if the church is to bold merely 
to the kind of work that has been done m the 
past , butthebestoutlook istbat which would 
reorganize the church wherever necessary, 
into a much more energetic engine for the 
public good The country saloon is open 
continually The country church ought 
also to be open continuallv, or at least it 
ought to have a contmiml personal contact 
with its people, and Hus contact must be 
much more than through customary reli 
gious work 
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Young Men's Christian Association 
A typical example of the application of 
organized effort m rural problems, is the 
new “county work” of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association A rural county, 
rather than a city or town, becomes the unit 
of organization with minor divisions and 
leaders The motive of the work is to de 
velop local leadership and imagination m 
all wavs that will permanently help the 
voung men in the localities We may es 
peet to «ee this new movement become one 
of the recognized agencies of constructive 
rural development 
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I T IS possible for all the foregoing 
agencies, and many others, to be organ 
ized into one or more federations and to be 
united in a general campaign for rural 
progress One of the earliest writers and 
workers m the federating of rural organi 
zations m acomprehensive way was Kenyon 
L Butterfield, now president of the Massa 
chusetts Agricultural College Following 
his suggestion, the New England Confer 
enee on Rural Progress was organized in 
1907 Tlie organization idea, as a force in 
rural betterment, is well expressed m his 
book, “Chapters m Rural Progress ” 

A successful campaign must come as the 
result of the uniting or working together 
of all rural forces withm given regions 
"We already have the beginnings of enough 
institutions and of snfiBeient forces to recon 
struct our rural civilization if only they are 
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T^ell supported and if they cooperate genu 
inely for the general good This coopera 
tion can come about in such a wav as not to 
interfere with the essential antonomv of 
any institution or organization while at 
the same tune it ties them all together into 
one broad and common effort The respon 
sible heads of all esisting rural agencies 
and movements in anv state shonld consti 
tute a kmd of consulting board to stimulate 
and direct country life work It should be 
important to combine small agencies into 
state and national federations when per 
sons of wise leadership can be found 
who are free from partisanship and per 
sonal ambition Such movements shonld 
be intmsted only to persons who see the 
whole problem of rural life 

Movements of national importance most 
be earned throngh to a fini sh by some 
responsible agency If the middleman sys 
tern is to be regulated some one must take 
the lead and be supported by the forces 
representing rural affairs If the church is 
to take a new hold on country people the 
movement shonld be nationalized under 
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good leadership If the general Nrelfare of 
a certain region is to be considered with 
any effect, some imd of organization must 
take up the work and bring the people to 
gether, this is what the New England 
Conference on Rural Progress aims to ae 
cotnplish In every state or region some 
such open organization should stand in a 
laige way for the working together of all 
other organizations so far as they touch 
public rural questions 

Reforms and progress are not to be 
brought about by abuse of the present con 
ditions or by a process of muck raking 
The work must be shaped up m a construe 
tive way and put through by a body that is 
beyond reproach and that has fairly defi 
nite aims 

The greatest function of a Commission 
on Country Life would be the handling of 
such questions as these A national 
Commission is much needed to serve as a 
clearing house on rural problems, as an 
organ through which, the people can ex 
press themselves and as an agency to 
study the whole situation 
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We are just now m need of a National 
Conference on Rural Progress, associating 
the ablest men and women, for the purpose 
of laying all these questions before the 
public Such a conference would crystal 
hze the slowly forming movement toward 
state and national unity in rural affairs 
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The School and the College in Eelation 
TO Farm Training 


The special emphasis of this hook lies on 
the relation of the school and college to the 
training of farmers I shall therefore enter 
into this subject in greater detail 

The American movement to reach the 
last man on the land originated in a chain 
of colleges of agriculture The present 
institutions m the United States are 
founded on the Land grant Act of 1862 and 
on subsequent nets, one college in each 
state and territory “to promote the liberal 
and practical education of the industrial 
classes in the several pursuits and pro 
fessions of Me” These institutions 
“teach such branches of learnmg as are 
related to agriculture and the mechanic 
arts ” There are agricultural institutions 
of similar scope m Canada 
These colleges are reinforced by a chain 
of experiment stations, founded on the 
federal grant of 1887 and a subsequent act 
So 
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Practically all of these stations are con 
nected with the Land grant colleges 

Official departments of agriculture, rep- 
resenting several types of organization, 
have been established in most of the states 
These departments or bureaus represent 
the pohce powers of the state in respect to 
agricultural matters or become offices for 
the advertising of the agricultural possi 
bilities of the commonwealth, or they do 
certain educational work, as the holding of 
institutes or the giving of instruction to 
dairymen For the most part, they do not 
represent high tvpes of governmental or 
ganization or efficiency They should be 
strongly capable, however, of framing the 
people m legal and governmental affairs as 
these matters apply to rural conditions 
The United States Department of Agn 
culture represents the interest of the fed 
eral govermnent m agricultural affairs It 
has recently grown immensely in extent 
and influence, and has become one of the 
great coordinate executive departments of 
government Much of its work is educa 
tional, and therefore it may he considered 
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to be one of the mstituhons that are con 
tnbuting powerful!} to the training of 
farmers 

Tbe'je three types of effort —colleges, 
experiment stations, departments of agri 
culture— constitute the recognized Amei 
lean system of leaclimg the rural problem 
Great numbers of other educational 
agencies are contributing much to the 
solution of the same problem, but they 
are not a part of the regular public ma 
cbinery In this booh, no effort is made 
to discuss the experiment stations and the 
departments of agriculture attention is 
giien to some phases of the college work, 
since It IS the chief function of these insti 
tutions to tram farmers * 

The colleges alone cannot soh e the prob 
lem of developing a better country life 
The school training is more important 
than the college training vet the schools 
have really not entered the field of train 
ing the farmer There is universal demand 

II have made a discussion of the histopy and scope of 
these colleges lo V ol it of the Cyclopedia of Aniencan 
Agnculture 
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that they relate themselves to this hmd of 
work, and many beginnings have been 
made Naturally, these beginnings are an 
adaptation of present school methods to 
agricultural subjects, but the outcome, if 
they meet the sitaatioo, will be a wholly 
new or different type of school effort In 
other words, the agricultural and other 
industrial teaching will eventually redirect 
the schools so that we shall have a new 
conception of what schooling and eduoa 
tion 18, or should be 

In approaching these educational qnes 
tious, we may first ask why some boys and 
girls leave the farm and why others take to 
fanning, in order that we may have before 
us some of the influences that are to be cor- 
rected or encouraged 'We may then ask 
what the schools are domg to help the sitn 
ation Then we may consider the influence 
of the college of agriculture on country 
youth, and thereafter discuss college men 
as farm managers Finally, we may dis 
cuss the general relation of the college of 
agriculture to the state 



Why Do the Boys Leave the Faem? 


T here are several ways of attempting 
to answer the question why the young 
folks leave the farm for other occupations 
or professions The commonest way is to 
give probable reasons drawn from general 
observation of farm conditions The ob 
server can readily see many unattractive 
features of farm life that he supposes 
might influence the young Another 
method is that of the advocate or propa 
gandist who is likely to fix his attention 
on one di'soouraging feature and to make 
it the motive force in the e'todus from conn 
try to city He may see this cause in some 
governmental or other disability which 
he conceives to press with particular 
hardship on the farmer and which he de 
sires to correct or reform A third method 
IS to ask persons who have joined m this 
exodus why they have done so This is the 
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natural and scientific method but because 
of the difficulty of reaching these persons 
this method seems not to have been em 
plojed to anj useful extent It is this 
direct method and its results that I pur 
pose now to discuss 

Character of the problem 
It IS difficult to choose the persons of 
whom one roay inquire m hope of securing 
usable information Persons in middle life 
who are now deeplv immersed in affairs 
are too far away from the farm to be 
trusted to give an account of the motives 
that guided them in their 5 outhful choice , 
I have usually found that such persons are 
likely unconsciously to color their replies 
by the experience of subsequent years 
Those who work at day labor have usually 
drifted awav from the farm rathor than 
purposely left it and their ideas commonly 
luck definiteness and moreover these per 
sons are laborers rather than farmers and 
their case does not greatlj influence the 
larger agricultural and social questions I 
have therefore diosen to mquiro of stu 
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dents, for they lea\e the farm, if at all, 
■with a definite imrpose, and they are still 
near the point of their departure 

Before taking up the details of my in 
lestigation, I should say, perhaps, that 
such an inquiry is irell irorth making 
wholly aside from its bearing on technical 
agricultural questions In its larger 
phases, the problem isi both an economic 
and a social question A migration city 
■ward imposes problems of addition on the 
city as -well as problems of subtraction on 
the country It has a direct relation to 
all general questions of population It 
seriously affects land values, and, there- 
fore, other values It has an important 
hearing on the iital problem as to where 
our people shall be bred I have elsewhere 
tried to show (“The Outlook to Nature”) 
that farmers cons,titute the chief nature 
bred class of men now remaining to us, and 
this fact cannot help having a far reaching 
effect on the character of future popula 
tions 

I am not now discussing the question as 
to whether there is, m fact, a general eso 
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dus from farm to tOTro, but am only con 
sidering specific instances , nor am I 
assuming that because a person is born on 
a farm he should therefore remain on a 
farm Many persons have left the farm, 
and we may ask them why they have gone 

An inquiry of siudents 
In 1904-5 I addressed a circular letter 
to all students m Cornell University out 
side the College of Agriculture who, I had 
reason to believe, were bom m the country, 
asking (1) whether the person were reared 
on a farm (2) where, (3) whether he m 
tended following some other busmess than 
farmmg and why I also addressed a let 
ter to the nearly 400 students then in the 
College of Agriculture of Cornell Univer 
sity, asking similar questions, and inquiring 
whj they desire to pursue agricultural 
occupations In all cases I asked for first 
hand personal reasons, and, m order that 
the respondent might not be embarrassed, 
I promised not to make the names public 
The replies fall chiefly into four groups 
(1) persons reared on the farm, but now 
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planning to leave zt, (2) persons born in 
towns or cities, and purposing to remain 
in them, (3) those bred in towns or cities, 
and planning to go to the farm, (4) those 
raised on farms, and expecting to remain 
there We may now discuss those who 
plan to leave the farm 

I make no attempt to discuss the merits 
and dements of farm life, or to place 
valne-i on the replies, or to enter the 
tempting field of discussion of the psycho 
logical aspects of the cases I mean to put 
before the reader only the reasons that 
these earnest young persons think to be 
the ones that have determined their choice 
of careers 

Of course these replies m this chapter 
are against the farm They comprise a 
series of vigorous indictments against the 
bnsmess of farming by persons who have 
known the business, for nearly all these 
persons were born and reared on farms, 
and the few others have lived on farms long 
enough to make them essentially farm boys 

In this farm exodus class I have 155 re 
plies Although the number of respondents 
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IS not great enough to warrant statistical 
conclusions,— I am not maXing a scientific 
investigation,— yet they probably state the 
larger part of the reasons that a much 
greater number of similar persons would 
allege These replies come largely from 
New York but those from other states, 
chiefly in the est, are tbe same in tenor 
Host of the respondents give more th3u 
on© reason for planning to leave the ^aT^n 
These reasons I have roughly classified be 
low It will be seen that the predominant 
reason is that farming does not pay 
monev and other reasons are that tfi® 
physical labor is too great and the social 
adsantages axe too small bat. I pxefeT 
to comment The figures gi\ e the number 
of personswho allege the different reasons 


The question of financial reuard 

Farming does not paj no money m the busi 
ness 

Difficult to acquire a farm without a start 
Farming requires too mneh capital 5 
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Discouraged hy the fact that farms are mort- 
gaged 5 

Farmer cannot control prices . . -2 

The farmer buys high and sells low . . 1 

High tases near the eily . . . 1 

Expect to farm some day, after making 
money m some other business . . .15 

The question of physical labor 

Too much hard work ........ 26 

Hours too long . 17 

Work too monotonous 11 

Farming is drudgery 8 

Work IS unattractive and uncongenial 6 

The work is not intellectual 6 

No machinery can perform the hard work of 
the farm . . 2 

The work is too hard jo old age . . 1 

The farmer IS tcx> tired to enjoy reading . 1 

The social and tntellectml ideals 

No social advantages or activities 26 

More opportunity for advancement elsewhere 14 

The farmer cannot be known in the world . . 5 
Life IS monotonous . 4 
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The social and tniellectual ideals (continued) 


The life is eonfining no freedom 

The association is with uncultivated people 

The occupation is too nactow 

The farm is isolated 

Women are overirorked on the farm 

Farming is phjsieal labor only 

People have a low regard for the farmer 

No higher and nobler achievement possible 

No high ideals m farming 

Rducation gave higher ideals and needs 

College training unfits for farm work 

Farmer cannot serve humanity 

Farming has httle escitement 

Haa come to know the city and hkes it 

Farmer haa no political advantages 


4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Miscellaneous Aandicaps 

Natural bent elsewhere 
Parental infiuence against farming 
Teacher influenced against it 
Father was unsuccessful 
The home was unpleasant 
Health not suflicimit for the work 
Difficult to secure help 
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Letters from those tofto have left 
E^ery one of the 155 letters is rrorth 
reading, because these letters express 
personal points of Merr There is eiery 
internal evidence that they are genuine 
expressions of conviction, and are not 
written for effect Since it is not possible 
to print all these letters in the space at my 
disposal, I ha\e chosen those that seem to 
be most definite or emphatic, and at the 
same tmie present divergent points of 
view I first transcribe seventeen letters 
from persons reared on farms in New 
York state, and then follow with charac 
tenstiG statements from farm boys of 
other geographical regions 

(1) "The pnneipal reason whv I left the 
farm and am here in college working toward 
another business is the influence of the jinu 
cipal of the nllage school which I attended for 
several >ears He continually urged me to get 
away from the farm to go to college and prepare 
myself for something better 

‘ tVhile I was living at home on the farm 
the attractive side of farm life as I believe is 
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very generally the case was not brought out It 
was merely hard work all the time So I lAe the 
majority of farm boys was not at all unwilling 
to lea\e the farm 

Hove%er I now smcerelj think that I shall 
sometime return I truly loie the country and 
all the attractions of nature Since I left it I 
have eonstantlv come to appreciate the country 
more I have spent my summers on the farm 
and lery pleasnntly spent them too I now 
firmly believe that farm hfc may be made the 
most attractive kind of life The trouble is in 
the majority of cases that have come under my 
observation that farm life is not made attrac 
tive for the bo>s "tfany of them have very little 
education and their life is to them merely hard 
drudgery from early oioming' hi fate af o/ghf 
with only a bare living as a return Hence they 
are only too glad to leave it They are in the 
dark and don t know that there is light for 
them 

ith the increase of agricultural education 
and betterment of conditions m the countrj 1 
believe this vmII change The joung men will 
come to see the brighter side of farm life and 
the attractions and advantages m staying on the 
farm ’ 

(2) I intend to follow some other business 
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■than farming because I consider that farming is 
all irork and no pay It is nothing but drudgerj 
from morniDg — earlj morning — until late even 
mg and there is httle chance for social and intel 
lectual advantages 

(3) I base lived on a farm except for the 
last year before entering Cornell all my life 
5Iy reason for not wishing to continue on a farm 
IS the financial side of the question The work js 
also distasteful to me not because it is hard 
for I think a farmer slifeisacomparativelj easy- 
one but because a farmer s work is never done 

(4) The duty of securing from the soil the 
means of sustenance for the race belongs to the 
farmer This involves hard and incessant toil 
■with no adequate reward The scope of the far 
mer’s activities is limited to the farm upon 
which he toils as is that of his enjojment 

The farmer s burden is heavy painful and 
without reward with no prospect of a change m 
his condition Life is short and uncertain Why 
spend it performing a painful task which is at 
the same time a thankless one' 

(5) I intend to follow civil engineering be 
cause it gives a better chance to get out in the 
world and keep m better touch with a broader 
kind of life The farm is far from unattractive 
to me and I think the farmer s life as near the 
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ideal life as it is possible to get I lAe the life, 
could have a farm of 150 acres for the trouble 
of working it, and there is no more fertile land 
in the state than that same farm, but a farmer’s 
life IS rather too monotonons and it has been my 
experience that he vegetates if he is not careful 
This IS noticed on gomg to the city after some 
months on the farm ” 

(6) “I left the farm because I realized that 
fanning like any other productive business, needs 
capital and I had only the questionable posses 
sioa of brains to capitalize The only unattrac- 
tive feature to me was the young farmer starl- 
ing out in life With a mortgaged farm having to 
compete vnth men who owned their farms " 

(7) "I do not intend to follow farming as 
a business, for the following reasons 

“a It 13 unprofitable 

“i It IS a life solely of physical labor I 
consider myself better adapted naturally for 
mental work 

“c Although a respectable occupation (all 
honest work is respectable), it does not offer ^ 
field for extensive development of the broader 
and nobler of human facnltiea. 

“d It 18 a life which involves a never ending 
monotony of daily routine 
“e Viewed from its present status, it is a 
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life in -which no self respecting man should ask 
a woman to participate I say this because of 
the ceaseless care and unlimited toil which fall 
to the lot of the farmer’s wife 

“AYhile I have many minor reasons, the fore 
going are the most important that occur to me at 
the present time ” 

(8) “On the farm, there are longer hours, 
harder work, and smaller compensation ’’ 

(9) “It has been a matter more of accident 
than of choice When I was fifteen my father 
retired, being then fifty five or more Jly elder 
brother is a farmer (market gardener on about 
fifty acres) and my other brother a civil engi- 
neer As far as finauces go, the farmer does 
better than the civil engineer, although I judge 
their abilities ecjual, each in bis line The civil 
engineer has perhaps less work and more tune 
for recreation I believe, however, that if the 
farmer would be satisfied with saving!, per year 
equal to the civil engineer, this condition would 
be reversed 

“I believe the answer to your question lies 
in the narrow imnded and selfish attitude of far- 
mers toward their ams rather than in anything 
unattractive in farm life itself In my own 
ease, my choice is by no means final and is due 
to accident ratber than to deliberation ” 
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(10) “Farm life is auattractiTe to me because 
of the social conditions Social life on the farm 
IS simply stagnation I dread the horrible mo 
notony of such a life I lo\e farming, I love the 
farm I like to go out m the fields and work 
under the clear open sty , bat man is a social be- 
ing, and IS not destined to live an isolated life ” 

(11) “It seems to me that one can never, 
without assistance, become independent on a 
farm, and without independence farm life is 
little more than drudgery Life on a farm is 
bound to be to a certain estent, dull and tedi- 
ous, with little variety or relaxation One tends 
to become narrow, sordid, and self centered, 
with few interests, and to lose his inspirations 
for higher things His finer sensibilities are 
deadened by toil, and be becomes entirely uncon- 
scions of the many interesting and beautiful 
things around him It is the man who was not 
bom there who really sees and appreciates the 
beautiful things in the country ” 

(12) “If I had been heir to a large or even 
a good sized farm, I would probably have en- 
gaged in farming 

“The chief reason why farmers' sons leave 
the farm, from my observation, is that their 
fathers or their neighbors are alwaj's crowded 
by their work, and have no time to spend in va- 
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cations or reasonable rest periods This is not 
the fault of farm life, but rather the result 
of unbusmesslibe management and unscientific 
operation ” 

‘ (13) “My father -was a very poor farmer, 
although one of the few in the neighborhood 
owning hi3 farm, and as I wished to advance 
according to new ideas, we could not agree I 
went into the sale-stable business, but wishing 
to be more than a horseman, 1 am seeding for a 
degree of doctor of vetennary medicine Being 
heir to farm land, I shall be interested in the ad- 
vancement of agricultural lines When I retire 
from active professional life, it will probably 
be to the farm ” 

(14) “IVhen I entered the university and 
registered in mechanical engineering, I had the 
idea that a fellow had to get off the farm, as 
the sajnng goes, ‘to make something of himself 
in the world,’ and that a living could be made 
more easily, with more enjoyment, in another 
profession But now, after seeing a little of 
the other side of the question, if I had the four 
years back again, agriculture would be my col- 
leg» course As for country life being unat- 
tractive, I have always found it milch the 
reverse The best and happiest days of my life 
have been, on the farm, and I cannot but wish 
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that I were going hack again when through with 
school work ” 

(15) “The straggle for a mere living is too 
strenuous Reliable help, a necessity on a large 
farm, is very difBenlt to obtain, either male or* 
female The life is pleasant enough m summer, 
but the cold and snow of winter and the deep 
mud of spring virtually shut out many farmers’ 
families from social intercourse with their 
friends, and tend to make them narrow minded 
'With smaller farms, more scieutifically managed, 
employing labor saving devices more generally, 
especially in the perforntance of household work, 
and with improied roads and daily mails, the life 
would be almost ideal ” 

(16) “I was reared on a farm m central 
New York It is my intention to go into some 
other hnsiness than farming because there is not 
enough money m it. and because one has to 
depend too much on the seasons for the produc- 
tion of good crops One disadvantage is, that 
if a farmer uishes to sell anything he must take 
what IS offered bun, instead of setting his oivn 
price On the other band if he wishes to buy, 
he must pay what js asked In regard to work 
ing farms on shares, there is but very little 
money made Also, the work is too hard and 
the hours are too long ” 
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(17) (From a woioan) ‘‘A woman must he 
primarilj a cook, whether on a farm or in the 
city It IS difficult for a woman to fill this posi- 
tion and at the same time manage outside work 
Not so miich of this outside work comes to the 
woman in the city as in the country If a hus- 
band considers the farm a place to which he 
declines to be ‘tied down,’ a woman finds it 
rather difficult to get things done on the farm, 
enough to keep it in good condition " 

(18) (Connecticut) “I intend. to follow the 
profession of cml engineering I did not take 
up fanning because in New England a farm is 
not of much value for earning a living unless 
situated near enough to a large city to sell gar- 
den truck Dairy farming is about all there is 
left to a farmer, and one firm virtually controls 
the market at my place, and places the price 
very nearly as low as the cost of production 

"My town is a summer resort for New Tork- 
ere, and being thus thrown into close connection 
with them, the yemng people, as a rule, desire to 
be like them So they either take some course 
in a business college and start for the city, or 
they start for the city without such training 
at their first opportunity 

"Then, too, there are exeeUent schools scat- 
tered all about New England, and the height 
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of the ambition of the young country lad is to 
enter one of these schools, and be with the sons 
of the ‘big men’ of the country After he has 
passed through the school, he will naturally wish 
to follow his classmates on through college 
Since most of these colleges lack an agricultural 
department, he chooses some other profession 
“The older farmers of my section of New 
England are quite often wealthy but they se- 
cured their wealth in former years, and they 
themselves say that farming at the present tune 
does not pay and are educating and encourag 
ing their sons to seek business in other fields 
“Outside of going to the country fair once 
a year the farmer’s son does not see m what 
way other more successful farmers are attain 
mg their success Of course every farmer 
takes farm literature, but this does not appeal 
to him so strongly as to visit and see for himself 
these successful farms 

“When I had finished my common school edu- 
cation, my father came to the conclusion that 
since, in his opinion, farming did not pay, he 
would send me through college, although he 
hated to see me leave the farm 

“I might add that the drudgery of such long 
hours as are necessary on a dairy farm is an 
unattractuc feature of farm life in my locality.” 
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(19) (Pennsylyama) “a The drudgery of 
life on a small farm 

“b The small profits 

“c The farmer is tied down, because crops, 
etc , cannot wait 

“d Other fields seem to offer possibilities for 
greater and nobler aebierements 

“These are a few of the unattractive features 
of farming that come to my mmd If, nhen 
younger, I had seen more of farming on a Urge 
scale or had known more succ^ful farmers, l 
might now be taking agriculture Even now I 
hope some day to own a farm “ 

(20) (Maryland) “I am intending to be a 
civil engineer There are several reasons why 
1 did not care to be a fanner First, fantung 
in my country, where I naturally would want to 
farm, does not pay fair return for efforts Sec- 
ond, the influence exerted at home was opposed 
to such a life without a strong desire on my 
part, which I did not have Third, I had a 
strong desire to become an engineer “ 

(21) (Ohio) “Becanse I was not bom the 
heir to a fortune Had I been, I can thmij of 
no more attractive place to spend life than a 
farm Without plenty of money from other 
sources than the farm itself, a farmer’s life is 
too limited He cannot traiel, he cannot bave 
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a large acguamtaoce, or make himself known in 
the world Other lines of business offer more 
money, especially if one is naturally qualified 
to enter them, and hence broader and more 
profitable careers ” 

(22) (Illinois) “No money in farming I 
like the city and its pleasures There is nothing 
‘doing’ on a farm ’’ 

(23) (Wisconsin) “On a farm, especially 
dairy, a person is kept at work each day, no 
time to he away more than half a day at a time, 
as help on a farm is not always to be trusted 
As compared with other occupations farm life 
demands longer hours, harder work, and less 
pay, so, being is a position to lea%e the farm 
and receive an education, I did so, knowing 
that at any time the farm is there For inde* 
pendence there is no person that can be more 
so than a farmer ’’ 

(24) (Missouri) “I do not intend to return 
to the farm because, with my present education, 
I can do better as an engineer 

“I think I can best gi\e you the information 
you wish by answering the question. Why did I 
decide to lea>e the farm^ 

“a There was no money m farming, unless 
a man had money to invest Even then there 
was but little 
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"6 Disadvantages of being away from schools, 
churches, entertamments, social life, etc , which 
a city affords 

“c Somewhat too soihitious to be content 
with the quiet life of a farmer 

^'d A natural liking for machinery and engi 
neeriBg work 

“el was physieallj not strong enough to do 
the heavy, hard work which farm life demands 
of the man unable to hire it done The most 
unattractive part of farm life is the long day’s 
work, under a hot, sweltering sun. following a 
harrow or pitching hay or doing similar work 
Plowing was an exception I like to plow 
“Farm life has changed a great deal since I 
left the farm twelve years ago Machinery has 
been added, making the work easier, farming 
has hecome more scientific gmng scope to the 
man who does not wish to be a mere nobody 
For the last few years there has been more 
money in farming 

“At the end of my arts course I could have 
returned to the farm, made a better farmer, 
been more contented and worth decidedly more 
to mankind and to my country than I could 
ever have been without it “ 

(25) (Arkansas) “In my part of the coun 
try cotton is the onlj staple crop, the produe- 
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tioQ of which IS too monotonous The labor in 
that part of the country is dll done b> negroes, 
and owing to the climate must always be The 
race question has never affected us materially, 
but it must be sohed m the next few jears, and 
the outcome is uncertain ’ 

(26) (Mississippi) Lack of remuneration in 
proportion to the amount of labor Lack of 
opportunities for social intercourse 

‘ I was too far from school, church, and post 
office ' 

(27) (North Dakota) “I do not care to be a 
farmer because first I do not like farm work , 
second I do not think there is the chance for ad 
vascement on a farm that there is m other lines, 
either social or financial , third the farmer in 
general is not looked up to mtellectually, fourth, 
there is not enough doing’ on the farm for a 
boy ” 

(28) (From a large ranch m Montana) “Yes, 
I intend to follow some other business, but not 
because farm life js unattractive, for my opm 
ion of the farm is health and true freedom , hut 
I can follow a professional business and have 
the farm as a side issue, and through it ahvajs 
bale a steady income ” 

(29) ("W ashington State) “I did not leave 
the farm because it was unattractive or because 
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roy home tsas not a pleasant one Had there 
been onh one hoj in the famiij I should prob 
ably be there to day As there were two one 
uas naturallj the farmer and the other the 
mechame ffunsmith and engineer M> reputs 
lion in these lines made it necessary for me to do 
much technical reading eiea before entering 
the high school and evers step after that ear 
ried me farther from the farm A s ear with 
the U S engmeers put the question bejond 
further doubt I enjoy farm life and farm 
work 

Questions raised bi/ the replies 
These natiie replies at ooce bring up 
many questions of great public concern, 
for they have to do in a broad way with 
the position that the farmer occupies m 
the economic and social structure These 
young persons come from good or at least 
average farm homes otherwise it would 
be wholly improbable that they would seek 
a university training Exactly forty per 
cent of them desire to leave the farm be 
cause it IS not remunerative It is easy- to 
say that this financial unsuccess is due to 
poor individual farming but it is a ques 
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tion wliether a good part is not due to 
causes that go further and deeper than 
this , and it is the part of the publicist and 
statesman to determine what these causes 
are 

Farmmg is virtually the only great 
senes of occupations that is unorganized, 
unsyndieated, unmonopolized, uncontrolled, 
except as it is dominated by natural laws 
of commerce and the arbitrary limitations 
imposed by organization m other business 
In a time of extreme organization and sub 
ordmation of the individual, the farmer 
still retains his traditional individualism 
and economic separateness His entire 
scheme of life rests on mtrmsie earning by 
means of his own efforts The scheme m 
most other businesses is to make profits, 
and these profits are often non intrinsic 
and fictitious, as, for example, m the habit 
of gambling in stocks, m which the speeu 
lator, by mere shrewdness, turns over his 
money to advantage, bnt earns nothing in 
the process and contributes little to civ- 
ilization in the effort If the farmer steps 
outside his own realm, he is met on one^ 
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side by organized capital and on tbe other 
by organized labor He is confronted by 
fixed earmngs "What he himself secures 
IS a remainder left at the end of a year’s 
business 

Neither can the question of the onerous 
ness of physical labor be overlooked m the 
replies About one fifth of the replies men 
fion this as a distinct handicap This \nll 
no doubt surprise those persons who have 
thought of machinery as eliminating the 
toil of farming, but it must be remem 
bered that the farmer is both capitalist and 
workingman (in this respect being almost 
unique, as a large class of tbe community), 
and that this question takes a different as 
peet according to the point of view from 
which the farmer looks at it. (The replies 
raise the question as to whether tbe far 
mer is to continue to occupy this dual 
position 

The replies of these serious mmded 
youths should also set every thoughtful 
person wondering what is to be the place of 
tbe fanner in the social scheme of thiiigs, 
and whether the present trend is doing 
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him complete jnstice About seventeen 
per cent of the replies consider that the 
farmer has distinct social disabilities 
They suggest the question as to hoir far 
agriculture is to depend for its progress 
on the efforts of the separate individual 
farmer, and how far on coordinated eifort 
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Fabmiaq 

I N the previous chapter I presented the 
reasons that 155 college students gave 
me for leaving the farm to engage in other 
occupations These students saw little op 
portunity in farming, forty per cent of 
them alleging that the business offers no 
financial reward Twenty per cent said 
that the physical labor is too e^raeting, and 
approximately an equal number that no 
social opportunities are offered These re 
plies present one view of the vexed ques 
tion as to what the place of the farmer is 
to be in our coming civilization There 
was a strain of hope running through some 
of the replies to the effect that in the 
future the opportnmties on the farm would 
be improved, but, for the most part, the 
responses were hopelessly against the busi 
ness of farming as a means of personal 
achievement 
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When I asked for the opinions of those 
who had planned to leave the farm, I asked, 
also for the reasons that moved those who 
have planned to remove from city condi 
tions to farm life and those who, reared on 
farms, intended to return there after leav 
ing college The responses are most illu 
minating, and, of course, they are hopeful 
for those of ns who look to the open conn 
try to aid m some large way in mamtam 
mg and forwardmg the best civilization. 


1 ciTT TO comriBr 

Sixty eight town bred or city bred stu 
dents wrote me that they intend to pursue 
farmmg as a hnsmess, and to this end had 
entered themselves m the College of Agri 
culture I should explain, however, that I 
use the word '‘fanning" in its broadest 
sense as comprising those many oocupa 
tions that are directly concerned with the 
products of the soil and are in intimate 
touch with actual rural life conditions , for 
some of these young men expect to be 
116 



TTHY PEESO>JS TAKE TO FARMI^O 
creamerymen in the small rural factories 
rather than actual tillers of the soil 

The nature of tlieiepltes 
iTany of the respondents give more than 
one reason for desiring to follow agncul 
tnral work, and m the following list the 
figures represent the number of tunes that 
the various reasons were alleged 

The personal or svhjecUve desires 
Desire to be out of doors and love of nature 25 


Love of farm life 12 

Natural bent for farming 8 

Love for ■growing things 6 

Love for farm anjinals 4 

Desire to change from city to country 1 

WTiat farming provides 

Farming is an independent occupation 18 » 

It provides healthful ble \7 

There IS money jn farming 16 

It IS an interesting or fascinating occupation 7 
Provides as inany advantages as does the city 3 
ParmiDg broadens one s mind 3 

A most agreeable way of making a living 2 
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Whai farmtng promdes (continued) 
Provides good home life for self and children 4 


Parmer is never out of work 1 

lie IS not subject to unions 1 

Country people hold many things cheap be 
' cause they do not have to pay for them 1 
Farming requires and develops skill 1 

There is time for study 1 

Opportunity to understand nature 1 

Great economic and social possibilities 1 

Provides a cheap living 1 

It IS a noble work 1 

It IS a useful work 1 

A means of uplifting the community 1 

It IS an active life 1 


What the letters say 
Following are some of the letters in full, 
chosen because they strongly present va 
nous points of view 

(1) A town bred b<»> from the South desiring 
to take up general farming ’ — ‘ I have alwavs 
had a natural desire to work among economic 
plants and animals and make my soils and bams 
the laboratories for such economic work It is a 
supreme pleasure to see and to help accomplish 
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the fulfilment of eertam laws of the funda 
mental sciences to as high a degree as possible, 
under the conditions put in force, and get a 
result in course of tune, that brings much money 
and happiness A farmer of this sort becomes an 
independent roan in eveiy sense of the term, 
and should pro\e a valuable citizen in his home 
community His increasing lose for and study 
of nature also become laJuable assets ” 

(2) A toum hoy, expecting to go on a farm ~ 
“I hhe farming because it is independent, 
healthful, noble, useful, and wide enough to 
utilize all of one’s faculties ” 

(3) From the citj, desiring to follo-r farm 
ing— “Because it is the most independent life 
and the most healthful one, also a man is free 
to do as he pleases for he has not a boss stand- 
ing over him all the time The things around 
him grow up with him, and each has its own 
particular place in bis life ’’ 

(“t) Reared m a city of about 100 000, and 
now desires “to get a position on some large, 
well run farm ’’ — “My mam reasons for Imng 
on a farm are because 

“a I much prefer the country to the city, 
“6 I think there is a good opportunity to 
make a success as a scientific, businesslike far- 
mer on a large farm, 
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“c The living expenses are less on a farm, 
and for me the pleasures are more numerous ” 

(5) Reared in a town m Germany— “I de- 
sire to have a farm after I have saved enough to 
get what I want, and after I have seen enough to 
know where my best possibilities are I want to 
go on a farm because I love the independent life, 
because I see business there, because I have a 
good, strong opponent (nature) on which to 
grind my knowledge, and because I want to 
demonstrate the feasibility of some social and 
economic problems in which I am interested ” 

(6) Reared in a city of 100,000 inhabitants, 
and desiring to be a farmer — “Primarily, lor 
pecuniary profit, secondarily, for the indepen- 
dent, healthful life ” 

(7) Reared in a city —“Perhaps the farm is 
attractive to me for much the same reasons that 
the city attracts country bred lads— a desire for 
change One thing is certain, I do not want to 
be cooped up m a factory or office all my life I 
have seen all 1 want of factories A farmer works 
hard, hut he is never out of a job? never on a 
strike, and never subservient to a labor union 
Lack of experience, lack of physical power to 
endure heavy labor and the necessity for a 
reasonable income in the near future, will force 
me to take a town position, but sooner or later 
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I iope to be a farmer, l^eeprag a salaried po»i- 
tiQQ until the farm assures me a good living 
and IS entirely paid for ” 

(8) Prom a ivQHian bom ja the city, and 
wishing to follow “some not too strenuous out- 
door occupation “—“I desire to go on a farm 
probably because I never lived on one 

“ ‘As a rule a man ’s a fool, 

■When it ’s hot be wants it cool, 

And when it ’s cool be wants it hot— 
Always wanting what is not ’ 

“lly father and my molhep's brothers were 
bom on the farm, but they left it as soon as 
they old enough to act independently, so 
that, in my farming notions, I have no encourage- 
ment from relatives They, however had their 
way to make I do not expect to make money 
on a farm, — that is, not primarily, — though I 
hope to make the farm support me (who am the 
proposed overseer) and all the other workers 
on it 

“A farmer who works his own farm is only, 
after all, an independent day laborer, and no 
one can blame a young man for trying other 
methods of making a living The case of some 
women with a small amount of capital is quite 
different, however For instance, if a woman 
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has a strong lo\e for green fields and trees 
and animals if every Imng growing thing is 
interesting to her if die has had a college edu 
cation has seen the world or a good portion of 
it knows besides what office work m a city is 
and is thoroughly acquainted with boarding 
house life slie is m a position I fancy 
thoroughly to enjoy a real home on a farm and 
all the luxuries vhich that implies It is only 
people of espenenee who can full> appreciate 
the countn and what it can^ue The country 
man holds manv things cheap because he never 
paid directly for them 

To be sure the farm must have all the so 
called modern conveniences with telephone 
and rural free delivery besides and if the 
woman expects to live on it the greater part of 
the jear it should have good railroad connec 
tion with some large city The woman whom 
we are considering expects neither to follow the 
plow do the chores nor the housework except 
in cases of emergenov but slie should be capable 
of doing anj one of them and is trjung to become 
so hat a generous life such a woman can 
lead on a farm on an income which would sup 
port 1 er but meagerly m a citj ' This is my 
theorj "When I ha\e pnt it into practice I hope 
to be able to substantiate it 
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2 COUNTPY 'TO COtTNTEY 

It was to be expected that the most 
significant responses would come from those 
students who hai e had experience of farm 
life and al°o of college life I ha\e replies 
from 193 students of this class, all enrolled 
in the College of Agriculture at Cornell 
UuiversitT Aside from the great signifi 
cance of these replies from the occupa 
tional point of view, the responses afford 
an interesting commentary on the wide- 
spread notion that the agrjcnltnral col 
leges “educate the bovs away from the 
farm”, and what is true (or not true) in 
this particular agricultural college is also 
true m others 

Replies ftoin farm students 

Following IS a tabnHtion of the various 
reasons that are alleged by these 193 farm 
students for desini^ to remain on the 
farm I publish them only for the purpose 
of stating some of the motives that actuate 
farmbovs, and not as statistics or as a eon 
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tnbution to a scientific study of the general 
problem 

The personal desires 

Love of out of doors and of nature 55 

Lnvftof £aim\’iS%av>dol tbefondof 4.T 

Love for living and growing things 28 

Love of the free hfe of the farm 15 

Natural bent to the farm 5 

Have already a personal interest in a farm 5 


What fanning offers or provides 

An independent life 77 

A healthful life 41 

A profitable occupation 39 

Not a hurried life 3 

A natural life 3 

A simple life 2 

ide opportunities offered by farm 23 

Ideal place for home and rearing of children 20 
Invoh es interesting social and economic prob 
lems 3 

It IS a pleasant and agreeable occupation and 
provides a happy life 

It IS instructive ® 
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State aid is making farming more attraetire 5 
Farmer’s condition >s better than the average 
city man’s 6 

A good education is essential 4 

Opportunities for stady 2 

Bast place for apintnal bfa and grorvih 4 

Good social opportunities 4 

Opportunity for individual work and in 
itiative 3 

Cheaper linng than m the city 3 

An honorable occupation 4 

Has more knowledge of farming than of other 
occupations 5 

One can see the fruits of his ovra labor 2 

Provides a better life in old age 1 

The life is not monotonous 1 

Farmers have good food 1 

Provides opportunity to acquire property 1 

Farming provides both mental and physical 
work 4 

It offers a variety of work 4 

The work IS useful it affords good training , 
it IS easy m winter (each) 1 


Along with these reasons for desiring to 
remain on the farm, some of the respon 
dents also mention disadvantages , but they 
regard these disadvantages as bemg over 
125 



THE TRAINP^G OF FAKAIERS 
balanced by other considerations These 
disabilities are as follows 


\o money jn fanning 4 

Requires better health than the respondent has 4 
Farming requires more capital than respon 
dent possesses 3 

Farm lif® is lonely 3 

The is hard 2 

Farmer does not control prices 1 

Small opportunities for dereJopment f 

No employment for women f 


Letters from farm bred students 
It will now be interesting to transcribe 
some of the reasons that these farm boys 
allege as detormimog their choice to re- 
main on the farm for thev may be looked 
on as mdigenous and non theoretical, and 
these reasons have the advantage, also of 
having been formulated after the persons 
had seen something beyond the farm R 
IS most mterestmg to know also, that 
nearly all these 193 students are from New 
York state, for it is often asserted that 
agriculture offers little mducement m the 
old East as compared with the IVest— a 
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statement ■which usually is made in igno- 
rance of the facts. 

(9) "I was reared on the farm where my 
father was born and 'where my grandfather 
lived I like dairying and general farming I 
choose farming because I like to care for horses 
and cattle and to see the crops that I have 
planted grow , and I like the independent hfe 
that the farmer enjoys ” 

(10) "I think the farm offers the best oppor- 
tunity for the ideal home I believe that farm 
ing 18 the farthest removed of any business from 
the blind struggle after money and that the 
farmer with a modest capital can be rich in in- 
dependence, contentment, and happiness f 
lived one year in a city (Philadelphia), which 
was long enough ” 

(11) ‘'The farmer is the most independent 
of men He leads a happy, out door hfe, and 
is bis own boss His conditions are much better 
than those of the average city man 

(12) “I wish to live on the farm, for I hke 
the •work One is not doing the same thing 
every day, but doing a variety of things There 
IS satisfaction in knowmg that the products of 
one’s labors are to be his and not somebody’s 
else. Then, there is the independent hfe, one's 
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tune IS Ills own, and if one does not use it to 
the best advantage, he has only himself to 
blame 

‘ If I were unable to farm on my own account, 
bht had to work oat then I should go to the 
city ” 

(13) “I lived m the city until I was eleven, 
when my parents moved to the farm There I 
attended the country school until 1 was fifteen, 
when I was sent to the city high school m Buf 
falo The last six years I have been in the high 
school and at Cornell 

“1 deaite to go on a farm because of the mde 
pendence and healtbfulness of the life The 
farmer has a wider field of business, which re 
quires a vast range of knowledge, far beyond 
that required by the ordinary business man I 
think that ^ comfortable income can be obtained 
Only a few men in the cities are earning more 
than is required for their subsistence My chief 
reason is that I like the life and the out door 
work ’ 

(14) “a Respect for agriculture as an occU 
pation 

“i To enjoy the freedom of the country life 
and the beauties of nature 

“c To partake of the pleasure which comes 
from conquering natural obstacles 
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“d To give that which is in me the best 
chance to develop 

“a To have a eongemal means of support ” 

(15) "I intend to stick to farm life, for J 
see nothing in the tnmoil of city life to tempt 
me to leave the quiet, calm, and nearness to 
nature with irhieh ire, as farmers, are spy. 
rounded 1 also see the possibilities of just as great 
financial success on a farm as in any profession 
■which my circumstances permit me to attain ” 

(16) “Have always lived on a farm, with 
the exception of three years when I lived m 
town I desire to follow farming, with stock 
breeding and dairying as mam branches I be* 
Iiese it IS the most independent life, that it has 
the broadest field m which to work , that intelh* 
genee, judgment, and business ability are needed 
here as much as anywhere , that it gives oppor 
tunities for the best development of a man 
that a farmer may enjoy many blessings which 
can not be measured by dollars and cents it 
gives opportunity for study of the most mtnr. 
esting hind, and it is the best place for spiritual 
growth and life ” 

(17) “Having always bved on a dairy farm, 
and having taken care of domestic animals, it is 
virtually the only bnsmess I understand 

“Although there are many discouragements 
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and a great deal of hard labor, I think a person 
of a\erage ability, who enjoys farming and tak- 
ing care of and studying characteristics of 
domestic animals, will be a more independent 
and useful man if he sticks to the farm than if 
he follows any other business 

'‘Perhaps there would be more money m 
some other line of work Money is not all of 
life, so I will go back to the farm ” 

(18) “a I like the work 

”h The fanner is the most independent man 
that Ines 

“c It 18 healthful work 
"d It IS a good place for a happy home 
“e There is profit in it, and it is gaming 
headway every day ” 

(19) “I am going back to the farm because 
it IS the most healthful business I have ever 
known and I like it as a business from start to 
finish The cattle alone are enough to cell any 
one back to the farm ” 

(20) “a Because agriculture seems to offer 
one of the greatest opportunities financially. 

“i Because I see in agriculture the most 
pleasant and agreeable occupation 

“c Because I love nature, and may be 
brought into more intimate relations with it 
by this profession than by any other 
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“d Because a great chance for improvement 
and advance is offered ux agriculture ” 

(21) “I have tried city hfe, and do not enjoy 
it I prefer to work in the open air, and enjoy 
working with animals I believe that a man 
can be as truly successful on the farm as any- 
where else, and can lead a much happier life ’ ’ 

(22) “I was bom m tbe country, but edu 
eated in the city, returning home on vacation 
I expect to follow livestock farming first, be 
cause it IS my father’s desire to keep the family 
estate still in tbe family, and being tbe only son, 
it devolves upon me, apart from this, he pre- 
fers that I should be a fanner as a means of 
earning a livelihood 

“Coordinate with this is my own wish to lead 
the life of a farmer, probably because I inher- 
ited the love for it and because I have always 
understood, from earliest childhood, what I was 
to do I love nature, and like to be closely 
connected with its workings I like farm hfe 
for the freedom and opportunity offered for sue 
cess from individual work “ 

(23) “I am an only sao. My parents wish 
me to return, and, as I study, I see nothing more 
inviting I see this more than ever after study- 
ing agricniture at Mount Hermon and here 
Then, if a man is immortal, and I bebeve h& is, 
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it IS what he is that counts, and not altogether 
money "We need studious Christians on the 
farms and I want to be one I expect sopie 
day to ha\e a plain country home A good 
place to live is next to nature ” 

(24) “I should like to take up experiment- 
station work for a number of jears, then go 0° 
a farm 

"a There is as good opportunity for one to 
exercise his business ability and apply bis 
scientific knowledge on a farm as anywhere 
“6 The average man is surer of acquiring 
a competeocy, and hanng a good home of bw 
own, in the country than in the city 
“c A good farmer will find life less monot- 
onous, as well as more healthful, in the countiT 
than. \n the city 

“d One man’s social and intellectual lO* 
fluence inll be stronger and .last longer in the 
country than m the city 

“e The best place to bring up children, and 
especially hoys, is on a farm in a good agncul 
tural eommvmty ” 

(25) “I was bom and reared on a farm It 
has always been my intention to become a far- 
mer After living in the city for several y ears, 
while attending preparatory school, I have conje 
to the eonclosion that the farm is the only plsc« 
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to develop well-rounded, sturdy manhood The 
farmer need not fear lest his children be led 
astray by the evil influences o£ an indolent city 
life, he IS independent and, if temperate, sure 
of good health and long days " 

(26) “I shall follow poultry husbandry and 
fruit growing 

“a Because of the independent freedom of 
farm life 

“J Because of my desire to raise a family 
where my influence will be the dominant one 

“c Because of the false standards set up in 
the modern city, namely, hurry, worry, and 
selfishness 

^'d Because of the great opportunity of- 
fered to the man of skill ” 

(27) “I like the farm probably because I 
was brought up on one, and have learned to like 
the free and independent country life, to be with 
stock, to harvest the gram and hay, to try to 
raise or grow the best and most fruit on a tree ” 

(28) “I expect to make a business of breed- 
ing live-stock I like to work out of doors, 
where the sun shines and the wind blows, where 
I can look up from my work and not be obliged 
to look at a wall I dishke to use a pen as a 
business I want to make new things and create 
new wealth, not to collect to myself the money 
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earned bv others I can not feel the sympathy 
which mates me a part of nature, unless I can 
be nearer to it than office or nniversity life 
allows I lite to create things Had I been 
dexterous with my hands I might hare been an 
artist but I hare found that I can mate use of 
as high ideals use as mneh patience, and be of as 
much use in the world bv modelmg m flesh and 
bone as I can by modeling in marble ” 


3 THE CONCLUStO'^ 

The point of view of all the«e vanous 
personal repbes is most signifcant, and it 
IS m bold contract to the general mn of 
the responses of those who plan to leave 
the farm. The present replies are marled 
bv the prominence given to ideals and bv 
the «nbordmation of mere personal emoln 
ment and desire for money Forty per 
cent of tho e who are leaving the farm 
allege that thev do <o becan'^e there is not 
moner enough in it, very few of the 261 
students who plan to be farmers mention 
the expectation of earning moner as the 
leadmg motive and a number of them men 
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tion the relatively small earning power 
and then declare that they will follow the 
business m spite of that handicap Nearly 
e%ery one of them gives higher ideals of 
living as the propellmg motive, and these 
ideals crystallize about two points— the 
love of nature, and the desire of a free 
independent life 

Moreover, these are responses of strong 
conviction They evidence pnde of calling, 
and not one of them is apologetic They 
are hopeful, they all have a forward look 
They are surprisingly unselfish Not one 
of them asks for power They show that 
even in this epoch of hurried city building, 
the love of the open country and of plain 
quiet living still remams as a real and vital 
force 

I was impressed, in the replies of those 
who are to leave the farm, with the em 
phasis placed on lack of money, hard work, 
and small social opportunity they had not 
had a vision of the new country life , I am 
impressed in these replies with the recur 
rence of such ideals as love for the work 
that one is domg, education, study, p^r 
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sonal mfiuence, happiness, service, home 
With these young men, their business is to 
be an affair of the heart We hear much 
about the greed of money and power and 
the great dangers that threaten our run 
away soeiet} , but I wonder whether, in the 
end, the countryman will not still have hold 
of one of the reins 
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T he agricuIttiTal colleges are now ac- 
complishing results of great and per 
mauent value, in spite of the fact that they 
arc isolated from the common schools, on 
which good collegiate tramicg is supposed 
to rest The country is well peopled with 
good farmers, in spite of the fact that tlie 
school in the open country has given them 
no direct aid m their business 

Responsthhty of the school 

Sympathy with any kind of effort or 
occupation, and good preparation for en 
gaging in it, are matters of slow and long 
continued growth This growth should 
begin in childhood, and should be aided by 
the home and the school The country 
school carries a greater responsibility than 
the city school, in proportion to its advan- 
tages, for it is charged not only with its 
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own country problems, but with the tram 
ing of many persons who swell the popula 
tion of cities The country school is withm 
the sphere of a very definite senes of life 
occupations 

The subjects taught in the common run 
of country schools are not the essentials, 
the school does not represent or express 
the community I do not know that anj 
schools teach the essentials, except as in 
cidents or additions here and there, and 
[essentials cannot be taught incidentally or 
accidentally Arithmetic and like studies 
are not essentials, but are means of getting 
at or expressmg the essentials The first 
effort of the school should be to teach per 
sons how to Ii\e 

The present methods and subjects in the 
rural schools have come to the schools 
from the outside If we begm the school 
work with the child’s own world, not with 
a foreign world or with the child’s world 
as conceded of or remembered by the 
teacher or the text hook maker, it is plain 
that we ha^ e by that very effort started a 
revolution 
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The nest step that the school must take 
IS to realize its social responsibility to its 
community It should be much more than 
an educational organism It must relate 
itself to the whole life and welfare of the 
people, and be one of the fountains from 
which good ideals of service flow 

Educational values 

All this supposes that the school is in the 
process of developing into a kind of insti 
tution that will serve the living needs of 
the tune, and be even fundamentally differ 
ent from the esistmg system We have 
only begun to understand what education 
■means and what it eon do for society If 
this IS true, then we must first reconstruct 
our ideas of educational values , and there 
fore I pass to a consideration of the old 
courses and the new 

An eminent scholar once said to me that 
he saw no reason why a dairy building 
should be placed on a university campus, 
for he could not see that it had any relation 
to education This remark called for no 
justification of education by means of 
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dairying it merely expressed ins concep 
tion of what edtication. is 

We have so long associated edncational 
processes with particular subjects that we 
are lu danger of regarding these subjects 
as constituting the sum of education This 
attitude was well illustrated to me «onie 
tune ago on the occasion of my visiting a 
farm home There was a disagreement be 
tween father and mother as to where John 
should attend college, and I was asked to 
judge The mother closed her argument 
with the remark, ‘His father wants bun 
to go to an agricultural college, but I want 
him to get an education ” In spite of all 
my questioning, I could not get her further 
than this , but she was sure that she saw a 
broad distinction 

1 THE QUESTION OF THE EQUIVALENCr OF 
STUDIES 

The principle of the equality m peda 
gogical \alue of all the different lines of 
study that comprise the curriculudi of the 
modem higb-school or college, is now 
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mdely accepted m theory, but there is 
much reservation m accepting it in prae 
tice This reservabon is no doubt in part 
well founded, and it must be given due 
hearing Eiery new thing must prove it 
self as against the things that are estab- 
lished and accepted It is right that pos- 
session 15 none points in the law 

The older order 

The old or established subjects are such 
as language, literature, mathematics, usu 
ally typified in a “Latin” course The 
new subjects are science on the one hand, 
and fheindustneson the other Thescience 
course is almost universally accepted as of 
equal value with a strictly classical course, 
often with the reservation, however, that 
more or less Latin and mathematics form a 
part of it The industrial courses are as 
yet less completely organized and are of 
course less accepted in terms of educational 
equivalency The burden of proof is sup 
posed still to rest on them 

The argument for the Latin course is 
that it has met the approval of a long 
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line of teachers that its methods have been 
veil considered and tried by long esperi 
ence and that it demands snch a habit of 
concentration and of definite continuing 
effort as to give it superior trammg value 
Latin IS prized for its tense, and the under 
standmg it gives to the structure of Ian 
guage and the writmg of English, this 
argument is well taken, although it prob 
ably would be difficult if not impossible to 
prove that the best English writing and 
speaking have m practice come from a 
study of Latin, notwithstanding the fact 
that Latin has been so universally taught 
There are those who still hold that in its 
very essence there inheres in the Latm 
course an educational quality that does not 
exist in the sciences and the industrial 
arts those who hold this position natnrally 
feel that all concessions made to the sci 
ences and the industries weaken by that 
much the essential mtellectual value of a 
course of study 

"Whether there is m essence a superior 
training value m the subjects that are 
specially associated with the narrow Latm 
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course, is really not an academic or meta 
pliTsical question It cannot be determined 
by opinion or by any process of abstract 
reasoning In tbe end, the intellectual 
value of all courses of study will be deter 
mined by their results in men and women 
In determining these results, we must be 
careful not to assume an arbitrary or smgle 
standard as to what an educated man is 
It 18 fair to assume that an educated per 
son IS one who is so framed that be is an 
honorable and efBcient member of society, 
whose mmd is sensitive to all learning and 
achievement past and present, and whose 
sympathies extend freely to all the higher 
emotions of the race If one were to mea 
sure the men and women of hi? aoquain 
tance by this standard, he would probably 
be wholly unable to determine by what par 
ticular educational route the person had 
arrived, notwithstanding the presumption 
in favor of the classical route because of 
its universal presence in schools and col 
leges and the newness of other routes 
For several years I have tried to give 
some attention to the character of tbe in 
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struction by the different kinds of subjects 
It has not appeared to me that language, 
literature, and mathematics are any better 
taught in the schools and colleges than the 
sciences and some of the industrial arts 
It all resolves itself at the last into a ques 
tion of the equipment and personality of 
the teacher, and we all know that few 
teachers in any subject are as good as we 
desire them to be 

Nevertheless, it is right that in any par 
ticular institution the presumption should 
he with the older subjects, until the new 
subjects can prove their educational worth 
by the severest tests There is much tram 
mg valne in orderliness and consecutive- 
ness of work, m careful thoroughness, and 
in the moral discipline that comes from 
obligatory study To my mind, the educa 
tional values of the different subjects do 
not lie in the essence of the subject matter 
so much as m the way in which they are 
taught If different subjects were taught 
by the same person, the educational value 
of all of them would probably be about the 
same I should not consider the acquiriog 
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of mere manual deitenty in any sub;ject or 
study to be a complete educational process 
Combmed ivitb all industrial work, there 
should be such a systematizing of subject 
matter and such a method of teaching as 
vill bring out the underlying reasons and 
strongly develop the mental grasp If the 
educational or training value of a course m 
science or in an industry is not equivalent 
to that of a language or Uterary course, it 
must be because it is not so well taught 

The neuer order 

"We are given to berating the older educa 
tion for not producing better results, but 
the fault may not have been so much in the 
subjects that were taught as m the fact that 
in many cases no subjects were taught well 
There should be a strong central backbone 
to any elementary or secondary course of 
study, and the same mav probably be said 
of most college courses Whether this 
backbone shall be the customary subjects 
of present courses of stud^, or whether the 
school work shall crystallize about other 
subject matter, may well be left to the 
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gradnal evolution of education to deter 
mine The probability is that quite another 
framework will control the school hfe m 
times to come, if it does not, then the 
school will remain relatively stationary 
As the idea grows of the necessity of a 
good mental equipment for all persons, we 
must be increasmgly ready to admit new 
subjects into the school and college course 
This means that «ome schools will develop 
stronglv m one line and others strongly m 
another line and that the student may 
exercise a choice of schools, or, that 
shall come more and more to a depart 
mental organization of schools No donht 
both methods of organization will develop 
The essential pomt is that there may be 
more than one route m education it is our 
responsibility to see that all routes are of 
equal value and dignity 

^Vhate^er may be said or done bv the 
close adherents to the older means of edu 
cation, it IS inenlable that other means 
shall come in This, of course does not 
mean that the old subjects '^hal! go out, 
although the teachmg of them may need to 
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be redirected in some cases they will con 
stitute one part, but not necessarily a so 
called fundaroental part, m a new scheme 
of school teaching I expect to see a re 
erudescenee of the so called classical 
studies I would eliminate nothing from 
educational programs, but I would add 
everything, and I would have it so ar 
ranged that persons could have a choice of 
routes without disparagement or handicap 
"We must tram the coming race in the 
means and practice of living New ideals 
and aspirations must grow out of the life 
that they live The means of life are con 
stantly more numerous, and their relations 
are constantly more complex When so 
ciety was more homogeneous than at pres 
eut and when it was expected that only a 
few persons out of many were to be well 
trained, one general Ime of study suited 
very well But we can no longer neglect to 
teach the philosophy of life and the arts by 
which men and women become a useful part 
of a growing society In the nature of the 
ease therefore, the sciences and the indus 
tries will make headway m our schools and 
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colleges, and tho'^e who would onpose them 
are setting them'^elves against the course of 
human evolution 

2 THE ^ATUBE OF THE FOrTHCO■^^^G 
SCHOOL 

The acceptance of the educational equiv- 
alency of studies ij, the verv first es 
sential to the development of a kind of 
school that is capable of redirecting coun 
try life The person who rejects this prem 
i«e does not accept education m terms of 
the dailv life, or if he does accept it, his 
concurrence is only a concession to popular 
demand 

The four R’s 

The old schools were built on the four 
R’s,— reading, ’ritmg ’rithmetic, and 
mler They were a combination Of certain 
formal subjects and what is called “good 
order” or disciplme There arc still tho®e 
who hold that the pursuit of reading, ’rit 
mg and ’rithmetic is of itself an end m 
education These subjects, however, are 
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tool‘d or means to be nsed m the acquiring 
of knowledge and power Of course, the 
pursuit of them is an educational process , 
but the basis of education is at first to 
develop the child by means of bis acti\Uies 
and of the things that make up his world 
he needs reading, ’nting, and ’rithiuetie to 
enable him to make use of his world and to 
understand it 

Similarly, “good order” or disciphzje is 
not an end m itself By focusing atten 
tion, it develops the mind to follow a given 
line of thougbt and to be undi\eTted It 
has its moral significance But Diany 
teachers seem to act on the principle that 
there is virtue m the very act of sitting 
still and of not whispering The school of 
the future will have the activities of life in 
it, and the “order” of the school room 
will be the order that is naturally a part of 
the work that the pupils do, not the order 
imposed by the ruler The only real school 
discipline, in the end, is the natural con 
trol that the subject and the teaching bold 
over the pupil, it is the pupil’s interest in 
his work The larger part of the really 
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fertile «chool -^rork cannot be pursued by 
the pnpil in cJenee and inaction. 

-d^ncHltwrc in the schools 

I look to the school, xrhen faced abont, 
to be an 6“= ential factor m the evolntion of 
the eonntrv life that we all hope for AH 
the people hold this hope or something hi® 
it TVe mav differ as to the kind of «!ehool 
that IS needed The common idea seems 
to be to make an end of the matter by m 
trodncmg agncnltnre’ into the «chook 
ilany persons object to this for the ele- 
mentary «chool and «ome of them for the 
high school on the ground that children 
should not be made or infinenced to special 
ize I am not now asking that the pnbhc 
elementarv schools teach trades and pro 
feasions George F Warren has put the 
matter tersely in Lis sentence “While it is 
not desirable to try to make farmers, it 
does seem desirable to stop immakmg 
them.” 

Personally, I have very little care 
whether a class m agncnltnre is introduced 
in any school or not if the people are 
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ready for it and the teacher is prepared, it 
should go into the high school and possiblv 
in lower grades, but the real nub of the 
matter lies much deeper than this The 
whole process of the school must change 
"We must begin with the child’s world and 
not with the teacher’s world, and we must 
nse the common objects, phenomena and 
activities as means of education When 
these objects, phenomena and activities are 
agricultural (as they are in a rural com 
mumty), then agriculture becomes a means 
of education, but it is not agriculture m the 
sense of a speeialtj leading directly to the 
occupation of farming That is to ’^ay, 
m such eases agriculture (which is the sum 
of the community life) becomes the real 
backbone and motive of the school Other 
subjects grow out of it and are picked np 
with it as the school life proceeds 

I would have the child know the people 
of his community, and how they live, how 
the community supports itself , its relation 
to the neighboring community , how many 
schools there are and how many churches, 
and how they came to be there , the roads , 
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the general lay of the land, and something 
about the soils, how many farms m the dis 
tnct, and what they produce and why, the 
common or significant animals and plants, 
the woods and the streams , how the local 
ity 13 governed, bow the houses are built, 
what the local factories are, and so on 
And I would teach him how to keep himself 
from being sick or lazy I would not have 
all this told to the child as news or pleasant 
pieces of information I would have it 
constitute the real work and substance of 
the school, carrying the method out to 
the world questions as the pupil reaches 
the proper understanding, and I would 
enrich his life by bringing m the literature 
and the history and biography, and meor 
poratmg them into bis education, as the 
figures are woven into a fabric 

It may seem to be a difficult thing to 
teach all this, but that is no argument 
against it, for such things must be taught 
We must tram the child mto touch and 
sympathy with life, not take him out of and 
away from hfe Ideals that are worth any 
thing must grow out of the common things 
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and the daily life Mere abstract ideals 
are no ideals at all they are only dreams 

But these things are not difficult to teach 
We think that they are difficult because few 
persons have yet been trained to teach 
them We are so obsessed with the book 
habit, and so possessed by what has been, 
and so depressed by the domination of 
educational method, that we are not free 
really to teach 

They say to me that this kind of teach- 
ing would lack definiteness and consecu 
tiveness and would tend to looseness of 
school work M> first reply is that I would 
like to see school work loosened up I am 
leaving the old order of school work be 
hind My second reply is that a good 
teacher would make this kind of teaching* 
just as definite and svstematic as any 
other, and I am not at all alarmed by the 
old bugaboo of “drill” and “mental dis- 
cipline ” Such work, when well done, 
should have vitahtv, and this is exactly 
what the old process so often lacks, it 
would lend itself m the least degree to 
memorizing and mummery 
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Of course, I would not confine the work of 
the school to the local subjects , but I would 
ground the pupil in the concepts of his own 
place and time If he is started and di 
reeted right, he shonid make a better Latin 
scholar as well as a better nature scholar , 
and it would be folly to try to bend all his 
energies to farmmg and to nature-study, 
or to any other special line 

School to tepresent the community 
All this means that the school represeots 
and reflects the life of the community^ 
works out suggestions for the betterment 
of the community In other words, as I 
have said, the school carries a social as well 
as an educational responsibility 

Our ideal of a state university is an m 
stitution that really represents the state 
and helps in working out the problems of 
the state It lends its aid officially m tax 
commissions, railway commissions, pubhe 
service commissions, m problems of agn 
culture maunfactnre, mining, and com 
merce It gives advice in education (which 
IS its particular specialty) and in social, 
economic, and even religious questions 
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No^, I look on Uie school of the future ag 
the little uuiversitj of its commumty, 
■working out the problems of the comiQu 
uity and developmg leadership The school 
should aid the rural community (my suh 
ject IS country life, and I lea\ e it to othei s 
to write of tQ-wu life) to better roads, bet- 
ter cattle, better buttei, to more eggs ^nd 
more crops, to better seed corn and belter 
alfalfa, and to higher efBciency everywhere 
It should be a local forum It should co 
operate with the church, the library, the 
fair, the farmers ’organizations, with e\fry 
farmer and every housewife, tying the 
community together and making it a better 
place to live in 

This cannot come about -without active 
cooperation by the people We do not 
even yet take our schools seriously They 
must become a part of the governmenl; of 
the community, and be gust as essential as 
the crops or as politics The school must 
have much more money, particularly in the 
rural districts, than is now given it , and the 
people will provide the funds when the school 
begins to do the work 

One of the means of improving the 
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schools IS the consolidating of two or more 
districts into one No doubt it is often 
necessary and advisable to consolidate 
schools, but I warn my reader that it is 
easy to carry this process too far It 
usually follows that when schools are con 
solidated, they b^in to copy city school 
methods I much doubt whether the meth 
ods of city schools are on the whole such as 
will endure, even for cities, and I am much 
more m doubt whether they are best for 
country schools There is a \alue in the 
simplicity directness, democracy, and even 
the smallness of the “district school” that 
we cannot afford to give up lightly, and it 
IS an institution of the community The 
sterility of the district school lies not so 
much in its remoteness, separateness, and 
smallness as in the lack of funds to enable 
it to do the work of a school The st^te 
must come to the aid of the district school 

The high school 

In this discussion I have chiefly had m 
*mm(i the '^hool life below the high school 
If the primary and intermediate teaching 
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IS started nglit, the high school Trork Trill 
largely take care of itself The reform is 
needed m the beginning years, not because 
the Trork in these years is noir more uuper 
feet than in the high school years, but be 
cause the process is a point of view that 
needs to be established very early m life, 
and because relatively few youths reach 
the high school In the high school, the 
specializing studies begm Specially quah 
fied teachers are usually proiided, and 
these teachers should be able to handle 
their ovm subjects It is significant that 
the popular agitation for agriculture teach 
mg has considered chiefly the children “m 
the grades,” and that the books and leaf 
lets have been written for this range 

Process of evolution 

I am not criticizing the schools We owe 
everything to the schools I am developing 
a point of view We are m the process of 
evolution All the improvements in schools 
and the introduction of new subjects are 
contributing to bring about a new order, 
what I should like to impress is that ttiese 
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improvements are only steps and are not 
ends in themseKes The final result must 
be a kind of training institution that differs 
radically from the present system both in 
its constitution and its processes We are 
coming, as I have said, to a new conception 
of the function of education 


3 A SCHOOL SIA^’S OUTLOOK TO THE BUBAL 
SCHOOL 

The followmg sensible and practical 
vision of the part that the school should 
play m the hfe of the rural community is by 
Fasset A Cotton, formerly Supermtendent 
of Public Instruction of Indiana and now 
President of the State Normal School, La 
Crosse, Wisconsin 

“The relation of rural schools to rural 
life is the greatest educational problem of 
the present day, and as yet few have real 
ized its stupendous importance Upon its 
solution depends m large measure the fu 
ture welfare and stability of our people. 
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This 18 no idle statement A study of the 
factors involved mil show that it is true 
To arrive at conclusions of any value, at 
least three phases of rural life must be 
studied material and commercial prog 
ress , social life, and the schools 

‘ ‘ The change in farming methods is one 
of the marvels of the ceotury With for 
ests cleared and swamp lands redeemed, 
the steam plow does the work of many men 
The soil IS prepared, planted, cultivated, 
and the harvest is gathered by machinery 
The sickle, the scythe, the cradle, and the 
flail have given way to the mower, the self- 
bmder and header, and to the steam 
thresher The dairy, from milking to but 
ter making, has become scientific Chicken 
raising and stock growing have become 
matters of intelligence instead of chance 
Good roads, steam railways, interurbans, 
rural routes and telephones have all but 
eliminated time and distance, and have 
brought the farm mto close touch with 
everyday life in the commercial world 
Easy transportation and the knowledge of 
market prices have brought the farmer a 
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fair return for his products "Wliile this 
progressive spirit has in a -way touched all 
farm life this does not by any means tell 
the whole story 

“It is still a far cry from the small hill 
country farm to the wide western plains 
where farming is done on so large a scale 
The difference between what may be called 
domestic farming and commercial farming 
IS tremendous It is the difference between 
the small farm owned and occupied and 
cultivated by the owner for a living, and 
the landed estate owned by a syndicate or 
a wealthy indivxdnal and farmed for com 
merce More and more as the years come 
and go must millions of our people get 
their living from the land and more and 
more must domestic farming become a 
dominant factor in the life of our people 
It IS with this phase of farming rather 
than with commercial farming on a large 
scale that I am mterested, and it involves 
at once the question of social life and edu 
cation of the family After all, it is the 
familj that lives on the farm that makes 
the problem an mteresting one 
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“Before any reliable conclusions are 
reached, certain mistaken notions must be 
corrected Doubtless the stones of farm 
mg by machinery and the great results of 
commercial farming are responsible for 
these To the onthmlang, f aiming has 
come to be one long holiday picnic when 
everybod) rides Nothing can be further 
from the truth Bren with the most ap 
proved machinery, there is plenty of work 
for head and hand on the farm , and when 
it IS realized that the use of all this up to 
date machinery is by no means general, 
and, moreover, that its use would be impos 
sible on small farms, it will be apparent 
that there is still work to do 
“It looks as though the same forces that 
brought farm life into touch with the com 
mercial world might easily bring it into 
touch with the social world, and they might 
make possible the pleasures, comforts, 
luxuries and culture of city life with none 
of its unpleasant features But it must be 
admitted that this possibility has not been 
very generally realized In many instances, 
the social life of the people has not kept 
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pace with material prosperity Big hams 
filled with gram, wide fields over which 
blooded stock roams, and the latest farm 
machinery, have often kept the dwelling 
house small and barren enough of comfort 
and beauty And so it may be fairly stated 
that the home interests have not always 
kept pace with the material interests of the 
farm The mothers and daughters who 
have borne tbeir share of the burden of toil 
have been the larger sufferers Under 
existing conditions, it is not strange that 
farmers ’ children are attracted to city 
and that they leave the farm Life is too 
hard and the social advantages are too few 
and far between It has been suggested 
that the custom of European farmers who 
live in villages would solve the problem It 
is thought that such local centers would 
relieve the isolation and furnish the much 
needed social life 

“The real solution of the problem ni 
this country, however, lies m the coopera 
tion of economic, social, and educational 
forces with the school as the center There 
IS a vital relation between country life and 
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the country school that has not been seen 
The country school has not even begun to 
fulfil its mission Hitherto all schools 
have been alike,— city, country, and town 
Their province has not been to educate, to 
develop boys and girls into men and women, 
but simply to impart facts of antbme 
tic, geography, and history The conn 
try has had such schools, but they have 
never recognized their distinctive environ 
ment or let it make any difference m their 
mode of procedure They have never real 
ized that their problem is a distinct one, 
nor that the means are pecnbar The far 
mers could not solve the problem they 
have their own work to do, and it is not 
their business, and educators have wor 
shiped tradition so long that it has been 
almost impossible for them to look fairly 
and squarely at the nature, conditions, en 
vironment, and needs of a child and let 
these determine the process and means of 
education 

“Now, with the school as the center of 
township life, economic, social, and eduea 
tional interests can work out the solution 
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together The school center is better than 
the village center It is doubtful if the 
latter is possible In the nature of the case, 
most farmers must live on their farms 
Those whose eircnmstanees would permit 
could build their homes in the school center 
vicinity, but the school, either the consoli- 
dated or the large district school, must be 
the center The township school should be 
conducted under the ideal conditions men 
tioned above The teachers should be veil 
prepared men and women, thoroughlv in 
touch with the problems and interests of 
the township, and permanent residents of 
the community They should understand 
the relation of education and agriculture, 
and should be able to create in the boys 
and girls a love for the land The school 
should be the center of social life where 
the farmers’ families could assemble fre 
quently to hear lectures, to enjoy concerts 
and high class entertainments, and to dis- 
cuss problems of vital commumty interest 
The teachers should be capable of direct- 
ing all of this life and of taking part in it 
The school center should be the meeting- 
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place for fanners ' mstitiites and clubs, and 
Bbonld be tLe political center of the town- 
ship, where all civic qnestions could be dis 
cussed What phases of life the principles 
of centralization shall include, the commu 
nitf will easily decide Good roads from 
every direction will center here, and con 
vemence will shortly locate all residences 
upon these direct lines Of course, the 
natural conditions of the township must 
determine the center or centers, for hills, 
streams, and size of the township may 
make more than one center necessary 
“Three things, then, are fundamental in 
this problem First the cooperation of 
economic, social, and educational forces 
with the school as the center is absolutely 
essential The one room isolated school, 
unless a very large one, can no longer meet 
the needs of the people Second commu 
nity life with its dominant interest, agricul 
ture, must determine the nature of the 
work in the school and the mode of pro 
cedure Third the teachers must be well 
prepared men and women, capable of 
dealing with the problems of life, willing to 
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make the community their permanent 
home, and to take the solution of its eco 
nomic, social, and educational problems as 
their life work.” 


4 THE NEED OP A RECOGNIZED SYSTEAl 

The work of education by means of agn 
culture 18 in danger of becoming scattered 
It IS bemg taken up in the public schools 
here and there, and the agitation for it is 
widespread , but there is yet little organi 
zation or system in it 

Schools and departments in colleges and 
universities 

Old line colleges and universities are 
also seeking to have schools or departments 
of agriculture often of secondary grade, at 
tached to them These, also, are no part of 
an organized system, and it is not always 
eertam that their environment will be such 
as to insure satisfactory results without 
the guidance of some supervismg authority 
or administrative method 
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In normal schools 

Normal schools, more or less mdepen 
dent of general snpemsion, are also be 
guming to teach agncaltnre They will 
prepare teachers for the public schools 

(Separate schools of agriculture 

There is a rapidly spreading demand for 
special or separate schools to teach agn 
culture, and many states have already es- 
tablished them These schools are mostly 
outside of any school system and are un 
provided with supemsion In part, they 
are no doubt protests against the common 
schools, as the separate colleges of agrieul 
ture and mechanic arts were once protests 
against the established colleges and nni 
versities In part, they are founded to 
provide better facilities and equipment for 
the teaching of the rural industrial sub- 
jects In part, also, they are established to 
satisfy the desire of communities to have 
some institution, establishment, or feature 
in their midst, and the school of agrieul 
ture IS now one of the institutions that are 
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relatively easy to secnre from legislatures 
These special schools will undoubtedly 
be of great value, and they ought to lead 
the way in a new kind of secondary eduea 
tion , but at the same tune we must not for 
get that we ha\e a public school system 
that ought to be developed in tbe^e \ery 
lines, and it would be a pity to cripple this 
system by diverting attention elsewhere 
We ought not to have duplicate systems of 
education These special schools, of what 
ever plan of organization, should supple 
ment the public school system, providmg 
facilities for such persons as desire to go 
furtler than the public school can take 
them or who desire quickly to acquire a 
working knowledge of particular parts of 
farm life 

In secondary schools 

The special separate schools of agncul 
ture cannot meet all the needs of country 
people for education m terms of their 
daily lives A farmer has a right to ask 
that his son and daughter be given facili 
ties for country life education in bis home 
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school The state sbonld not make it nec-' 
essary for him to send them away from 
home for the elements of such education 
It follows that all public schools should he 
open to education by means of agriculture 
on the same terms that they are open to 
education by other means New York has 
the basis for such a development in the act 
of 1908 for the encouraging of industrial 
and trade schools I am convinced that 
this act marks a clear advance in mdustnal 
education m this country This law reoog 
nizes industrial education as a part of 
the proper educational work of the state 
and the principle that the initiative should 
lie with the people and the maintenance be 
cooperative between the locality and the 
state It provides that any public school 
that establishes such work and maintains 
it for a year shall recei\e $500 from the 
state for one teacher so employed and $200 
for additional teachers It limits such in 
stmction to those who have taken the ele 
mentary school course It provides for an 
adiisory hoard to confer with the school 
officers in respect to the work Now tram 
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Ing in agncultnre is onlf one phase of m 
dustnal edncation Training in domestic 
or household subjects is another phase 
These principles wdl probably soon he ex 
tended to the encouragement of education 
by means of agricnlture and the domestic 
arts in all schools both m town and 
country 

A statute of this kind provides a means 
whereby the state makes additional appro 
pnation to the public schools The schools 
need more funds It is going to be a sen 
ons question whether the money appropn 
ated to the more expensive of the separate 
special schools would not go farther if 
given to the public schools for approved 
work The public schools are beginning to 
rise to the occasion 

In nearly all the states some scheme or 
mode of introducing agriculture into the 
public schools is being agitated or tried 
In many places the work is now actually m 
the schools The work should be guided 
and supervised b> some competent au 
thonty or agency as the state department 
•of public instruction or the college of agri 
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culture, or, preferably, by both,— one on 
the side of administration and the other on 
the side of subject matter 
"When such work comes in the schools, 
the state departments of public mstrne 
tion must develop a broad policy of indus 
trial education, with a well equipped 
bureau or division to administer it This 
division should also have relation to the 
■work in special schools of agriculture 
Personally, I doubt the wisdom of sepa 
rating the administration of agricultural 
education from that of other industrial 
education The two lines should develop 
coordinately , aud agricultural training 
should be in good part manual or ‘‘indus 
tnal ” 

Itelatxon of the whole 

Tune is now at band when the agricul 
ture teaching in all these institutions 
should be related, and when an organized 
system or plan shonld be perfected The 
college of agricultnre m each state should 
be a part of this plan, dominating at least 
the technical agriculture work, so that 
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sound subject matter and rational points of 
new may run through all the schools The 
entire development of agricultural training 
could then begm to proceed m an orderly 
way ' 

Education of all tmds should be nation 
alized by the dexelopment of a strong co 
ordmatmg department at Washington 
ihe United States Bureau of Education 
should be much enlarged bv increased ap- 
propriations It could greatly stimulate 
country life education if it had the funds 
and the necessary organization 
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W E may now ask what is to bff ttte 
prospect for the person who is eda- 
cated for country life in a college of agn 
culture It IS sometimes charged that the 
college educates ‘ ‘ away from ” or ‘ ‘beyond 
the farm If this is true, it must be because 
it either alienates the student’s sympathies 
or gives him an unpractical or not useful 
training A main question, so far as the 
student is concerned, is whether his sym 
pathies really are m danger of hemg 
alienated 


1 OPINIONS OP STUDENTS 

"What, then, do these agricultural stu- 
dents propose to do with their educationT 
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The only vraj to answer tins question is to 
secure statements from the students tliein 
selves This I have done, and the sum 
mary results are given below It will no 
doubt be objected that this method is im 
reliable in indicating the influence of the 
college, smce a student may not follow his 
intentions , yet it is probable that the influ 
ence of a course of study may be better ei 
pressed in the intentions of students than 
in statistics of the occupations of persons 
who have been some years out of college, 
for the occupation is m very many cases a 
matter of accident or of circumstances 
rather than of choice The student’s ideals 
are developed or confirmed in the college 
course, if later these ideals are modified, 
it may be no fault of the course 


The students and thetr replies 
The students of whom I asked the ques- 
tions were members of the College of Agri 
culture of Cornell University My only 
reason for choosing this particular college 
IS because I am connect^ with it Prob- 
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atly the other agncxiltural colleges •would 
give similar results I have every reason 
to think that the replies express honest 
conviction These persons represented 
three classes of students four vear stu 
dents, having entered with full university 
requirements and who were working for a 
baccalaureate degree, two vear students, 
pursuing general agricultural studies, ear 
nest men and women, well grounded in 
common school snbjects, and many of them 
persons of maturity and strong native abil 
i.ty, and all of them takmg regular nmver 
Bity -work, and two-year specials in the 
teacher’s course for nature-study and agri 
culture, all of whom were women Up to 
the tune of the writing I had 179 replies 
to my inquiries These replies may he 
roughly classified as follows 
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STATE3IEM OF THE DESIBBS OP 179 STtFDENTS DJ A 
COLLEGE OP ACBICULTUBE 
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35 regular students 

28 

6 


1 

43 special students 

40 

2 


1 

69 students reared 





in town or aty 





45 regular students 

25 

11 

7 

2 

24 special students 

Id 

3 

1 

1 

14 American women 
students 





5 regular students 

2 

3 



'9 special students 


" »i!d agfletiltiirt) 

18 foreign students 
10 regular students 

8 

2 



8 special students 

7 

1 



179 

129 

37 

8 

5 


"Willie these specific replies are too few 
to furnish any basis of percentages, they 
nevertheless suggest the range of activities 
that appeals to a student body. They also 
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indicate that the desire for an agricultural 
life appeals to many men of many minds, 
and that it is apparently not a passmg 
whim or fashion 

Comments on the replies 
The figures in the last column are most 
significant, showing that only five of the 
entire lot fail to express their wishes as to 
choice of life work Moreover, two or three 
of these persons declare that they desire to 
pursue some kind of agricultural work 
The desire to engage m farming, as ex 
pressed in the first column is most various 
in kmd and is of different degrees of mten 
sity I made a note of such desires as are 
specifically mentioned by the respondents, 
with the following results 

Farm students 


Desire to return to home farm 13 

Stock and dairy farming 14: 

Horticulture 11 

General farming 6 

Poultry 6 

Superintendent or manager 
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Town students 

Horticulture (mostly fruit and green 


house business) 15 

Stock and dairy farming 

General farming 8 

Poultry i 


Many of these persons who desire to take 
np direct farming occupations, however, 
have no capital with which to start They 
will follow teaching or some other salaried 
work for a time, as they tell me in their 
replies, in order that they may accumulate 
the means to buy land and equipment Of 
course some of them will never get back to 
the land after they are once engaged m 
another enterprise but this will be their 
misfortune rather than their choice 

The figures are most suggestive as to 
the intentions of the town students There 
are, of course, no sharp lines of classifica 
tion as between farm and town Some of 
the students hare spent their tune in both 
city and country, and are essentially towns- 
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men, and I have so classified them Some 
farm youths liave moved to toTvn, but these 
are essentially farmers, because they were 
reared in the farm atmosphere Yet I 
think that there is sufficient Ime of separa 
tion to make the categories worth while 
It IS rather surprising that more than 
sixty per cent of these town and farm 
youths desire to engage in practical farm 
mg It IS equally significant that all of 
those who wish to be landscape gardeners 
are from the town This is a reflection of 
the fact that the art sense is not yet devel 
oped in the agncnltnral country 
On the whole, this particular student 
body, so far as replies bad been received, 
had set itself distinctly toward the devel 
opment of agriculture, and seventy per 
cent of the respondents would engage m 
practical farming if they were free and 
able to do so One wonders what fortune 
the years will bring these young persons, 
and how many of them will find the oppor 
tumties to which they are looking 
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2 WHAT IS TO BBCOUB OF THE EDUCATED 
PAKM rOUTH? 

Having made this brief exammation of 
the sentiment of a certain agricnltural stn 
dent body, it ivill now be worth while to ask 
what an agricultural education may be ex 
pected to accomplish for the farm hoy 
and girl m general, and whether there is 
to be a place in the world for a person thus 
trained This is the mam question, so far 
as society is concerned Are there careers 
for these college youth’ 

There is special reason for asking these 
questions, because it is still a frequent say 
mg that college unfits a man for farm life» 
and also because theie is no phase of edu 
cational work that is now receivmg more 
attention than agricultural education 
Many of the colleges of agriculture that 
have been m an undeveloped state are now 
springing into great aetmty States are 
giving large sums for buildmgs and equip 
ment, to supplement the proceeds from the 
funds of the Land grant Act of 1862 
ISO 



THE COLLEGE AND FARSIING 
"What -Will this educational activity 
accomplish for the farmert 
It IS first pertinent to consider what; edu 
cation does for a man It inspires him, 
sets him new ideals, makes him a more 
Vigorous and accurate thinker, gives him 
a new fund of information, and develops 
him with power Then the question arises 
whether the farm wiU contmne to satisfy 
the educated man 

The two factors, then, are the college on 
one hand and the farm on the other Can 
they work together harmomously for one 
common object? 

The part played by the college 
It IS undoubtedly true that there has 
often been a lack of articulation or adjust 
ment between college and farm in spite of 
all their efforts to come together This lack 
IS not to be regarded as a shortcoming, hut 
rather as a stage in the progress of evolu 
tion of a new type of education It requires 
time to work out an educational system 
that will adequately meet its ends, and 
probably m no other direction is this so 
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tme as m agncnltural education for agri 
culture IS exceedingly complex , it rests on 
a multitude of sciences and arts, and it is 
handicapped by centuries of burdensome 
tradition Agricultural education in this 
conntrv, as an organized enterprise, is not 
vet half a century old, and half a eenturr 
IS none too long for the fittmg of the ground 
and the planting of the seed 
The leading colleges of agriculture hare 
changed radically withm the last five or 
ten years The colleges fnllv recognize 
their rreaknesses, but I find that most of 
the critics of them are unairare of the re 
cent TTork of these mstitutions No institu 
tions are now making more substantial 
progress than these colleges of agriculture 
The man of special parts has gone to 
college For such men there are always 
special opportunities In the last fifty 
years the commercial world has been up«et 
and reorgamzed calling everywhere for 
men of abihty The farm has funushed a 
remarkable share of these men, for the 
farm boy is mdastrious, frugal, able to 
turn his attention to many enterprses We 
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think it strange that the college boy has not 
gone back to the farm , it would be stranger 
if the men of unusual ability bad gone b^ck 
to the farm To capable men the door of 
opportunity always opens they enter 
Another type of youth who has gone to 
college IS the one who cares for books more 
than for affairs The college satisfies him 
He IS willing to remain m an inferior posi 
tion if only he can have access to libraries 
and to the company of bookish men This 
18 not anomalous, nor even stiauge Some 
men like cattle, some like steam engmes, 
some like books Of course the book man 
IS not adapted to be a farmer If he goes 
back to the farm be becomes the “book 
farmer ' ' He has missed his calling and he 
has had his day There is a place in the 
world for this man, and this place he is 
now finding 

The college may take a man away from 
the farm because it opens the world to him 
rather than because it unfits him for the 
farm Many of the men who leave the 
farm by the college route probably never 
would have made good farmers if they had 
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remained, and it is to the great credit of 
farming that it has sent so many good men 
and women into the world I hope that the 
open country will continue to contribute its 
due proportion of hoys and girls to the 
cities and the professions 
Much of the teaching also has been book 
ish It has been the avowed purpose of 
teaching to teach hy means of books The 
old colleges and academies rested largely 
on this idea The common schools copied 
the colleges The introduction into col 
leges of subjects that have relation to af 
fairs has changed all this The mechanical 
engineer is not educated primarily m books 
and mere lectures, but m machines and en 
gmeermg problems The teaching of agri 
culture also is similarly changing More 
and more, the students are studying cows 
and corn, not studying more or less rele 
vant subjects about cows and corn The 
professors are men of affairs they are 
“practical ” The consequence is that stu 
dents are put m touch with the actual vital 
problems of the farm and the open country 
The college and the farm are now beginning 
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to articulate closely. The agricultural sub- 
jects are gradually being systematized into 
educational form, so that they become a 
means of developing real power 

Agam, the student usually receives no 
training farmward until he enters college 
At that age his sympathies are likely to be 
set toward other enterprises The com 
man schools have not trained countryward. 
So far as they tram for college, it is mostly 
m the direction of “arts and sciences” or 
“letters ” If the youth is to be tramed 
countryward, the training should begin be- 
fore he IS sent to college These remarks 
are well illnstrated even m the arithmetic, 
which presents chiedy store keeping, mid- 
dlemen, and partnership problems, yet 
there are hundreds of indigenous anth 
metical farm problems, the figuring of 
which in the public schools would revolu- 
tionize agriculture 

The agricultural eoll^e is now teaching 
from the farm point of view rather than 
from the traditional academic point of 
View It IS near the load It will reach 
many persons rather than few It is ask- 
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ing the common schools for help It is fos 
tering an indigenous agricultural senti 
ment 

The part played by the farm 
We may now inquire what the farm does 
to help the farm boy A farmer complamed 
to me that his son had not come back to the 
farm from college He had worked hard to 
retain the farm m order that the son might 
have it It was apparent why the son had 
not gone back the farm was not worthy of 
him There was nothing on that particular 
farm that could bold the attention of a 
young man whose sensitiveness had been 
quickened and whose ambitions had been 
stimulated I should havethoughtthe boy’s 
education a failure if be had been content 
on that farm The father, remaining on the 
farm, had not realized all this He had 
never thought that the son’s point of view 
on most questions would be greatly changed 
Often the college man is no longer content 
on the farm because of lack of congenial 
associates There is no one in sympathy 
with his new attitude of mind He is aware 
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Back to the farm 

The character of farming is changing 
rapidly It is coming more and more to be 
an efficient, profitable, and attractiv e busi 
ness With marked exceptions here and 
there, m the past we have not given much 
consecutive thought to the business— not 
nearly as much as the merchant gives to 
his business or the doctor to bis It has 
been such an “easv” business that un 
trained men could succeed in it The 
change m economic and social conditions 
IS breaking up the tradition Farming is 
becoming more difficult, and the old meth 
ods must go 

The mere growth of our population will 
make more intensive demands on the farm 
We have been skimming the surface of our 
farms and sending the produce abroad 
From now on, we must expend all our 
energies to feed and clothe our own people 
from lands that are no longer new This 
will demand great skill The ignorant and 
rule of thumb fanner will be forced out 
In the future only the well informed and 
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been developing and calling for men Con 
sidering tbe limitations under vhieh the 
agricultural colleges have developed, with 
out sympathy with the indifference and 
sometimes the opposition of educators — 
the very men who should have known bet 
ter,— with wholly inadequate funds it is 
httle less than marvelous what they have 
accomplished withm a generation It is 
probable that the proportion of students 
of the leadmg agricultural colleges who 
now engage m agricultural pursuits is 
greater than that of students of colleges of 
law or of other professional colleges who 
follow the profession for which the college 
stands No one now questions the value of 
education to a lawyer or physician, why 
question its value to a farmer? The edu 
cated man will go back to the farm if he is 
fitted to be a farmer 

Should all the students become farmers? 

"We may now consider another phase of 
the subject, whether it is really desirable 
that all the students from an agricultural 
college shall engage m agricultural pur 
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schooling purpose and meaning, to awaken 
a living sympathy with the moving ques 
tions of the tune, to fit him to live The 
whole trend of education is to put the 
scholar into the actual work of the world , 
therefore nothing can prevent the intro 
duction of agneultural topics mto the 
schools except a fondamental change m 
our point of view on the needs and prog 
ress of civilization 

I well remember the efforts, mmy college 
days, to try to account for every stu 
dent that had passed through an agricul 
tural college as engaged in agriculture 
"We shall soou be equally proud of every 
graduate of such a college who turns out 
to be a useful citizen m any walk m life, m 
country or city 

"We need an enhgbtened public sentiment 
on the broad questions of agriculture and 
country life These questions concern the 
whole people The collies of agriculture 
are the very institutions that should spread 
this mtelligence in all the pursuits and pro 
fessions 

We must remember, also, that not all the 
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3 THE SUMMA®^ 
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lump If there is an agricultural prohlero, 
these institutions are to make the heaviest 
contributions toivard the solving of it 
Now and then, pieces of this great body of 
work are hit upon by a magazine writer as 
“discoienes,” and he runs wild about 
them , but the real advance is the result of 
small accretions With all the awakened 
interest and the exploiting of individual 
instances, the townsman is not yet aware 
of the tremendous nse in the tone and 
efficiency of the entire agricultural indus 
try, which may well be likened to the 
gradual elevation of a geological stratum 
of continental extent At the same tune, 
the agricultural population is retaining its 
old time vigor, independence, and native 
philosophy The student who enters this 
field will most assuredly not succeed unless 
he has good talents and is well trained and 
properly estimates the problem, but it is 
ne\ ertheless perfectly evident not only that 
educated men can succeed in agricultural 
arts, but that in time this type of man will 
he the only one who can hope for the best 
results 
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1 THE PBOBLEUS INVOLVED 

This kind of eommnnication is typical of 
many that come to me with requests for 
college men to take charge of farms Very 
often it IS a worn out or run down place 
that IS in need of a manager, and the owner 
IS willing to let the man have half the earn 
mgs if he IS successful m bringing it into a 
profitable condition In some cases, the 
owner is not able to find anyone who knows 
the place to rent it, and he is obliged to 
look abroad for a manager 

There is such widespread misunder 
standing of the problems involved in these 
questions that I cannot refram from invit 
mg my reader to a discussion of the merits 
of the ca«e There must be a complete 
readjustment of ideas m respect to the re- 
mimeration that educated men are to re 
ceive m agriculture, and it is time that we 
face the question I understand, of course, 
that a graduate of any institution may be 
glad to work for a time merely for expen 
ence, but of this I am not now speaking I 
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am considering the remimeration for man 
agers 

Outlool of students on ftc question 

In order to ascertain the expectations oJ 
stndcnts themselves as to their “ 

employer, I addressed a letter o 4 
to the several hundred studen s m 
lege of Agncnlture at Cornell 
I ashed what hmd of position or emp y 
ment the student desired on Sff 
what wages or salary he thought he would 
he fairly worth, and why he pu 
of his services at snch figure I had 13o 
replies, coming from regn ar 
mL, one year or two year specials and 
three months’ winter course s u , . 

Of this number, forty two desired to 
come farm managers, 
hems fonr year men, thirteen of thm spe 
cals: and eleven “re 

Most of the men, m u", “f", jiad 
brought up on the farm, an 
had more or less farm 
snins that they specify m every 
for the first year of service, with expecta 
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tion that promotion may come if they are 
successful These sums are not merely 
what IS blmdly hoped for, but are sug 
gested by what college mates and others 
before them have been able to secure in the 
way of remuneration m various kinds of 
business 

The pay expected by the eighteen four 
year men on gradnation, for farm man 
agership, ranges from $700 to $2000 per 
year, and most of the men expect to receive 
more or less sobsistence in addition 
The average salary for the eighteen is 
$977 It IS mterestmg to compare these 
figures with those of seventeen four year 
men who desire to become teachers, or to 
enter government service, m which salary 
schedules are already established The 
range of salary expected by these persons 
is from $600 to $1500, with an average of 
$987 In these cases, no subsistence is ex 
pected in addition to salary, except such as 
may be included in the traveling expenses 
of government agents The pay expected 
by those students who are preparing to be 
farm managers on the whole exceeds that 
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dents are properly lugh price men becan'e 
they are mature and have had much prac 
tice, and they come to college to supple- 
ment their expeiience knoivledge 

The«e salaries are all withm reason, and 
they must be paid if good men are to be 'e- 
cured The modem farm bu'^mess must 
compete Tnth the pnbhc service and the 
schools and Tnth commercial organizations 
if it IS to «ecure men of equal qualifications 
Tho«e farms that cannot pay such sums 
are not expected to compete thev are not 
in the manager«hip grade, they must be 
run on the family proprietorship plan, and 
of the«e I am not now spealong 

Students’ tephes 

The replies to mv question as to the rea 
"on for stating the given figures of value of 
services, fall under six categories 

1 The student considers himself to be 
worth to his employer the full amount 
of the pav that he mention® 

2 One cannot afford to give his services 
for le®s than the®e figures after hav 
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you put your services at this figure’”)* 
These are some of the replies . 

“Au expert m other branches has a right to 
expect a good salary, so why should not a man 
■who has spent four years specializing in agrieul 
tural studies and practical work?” 

‘‘I think that the above figures [$1000 to 
$1200] are about right because a person, after 
four years’ training, ought to be m a position 
to earn that amount Even if an individual 
did not study at a college, but started immediately 
in some commercial enterprise, it is quite prob 
able that he would be making as much as this 
and perhaps more Why then should any one 
with special knowledge of any sort be his m 
fenor in wage earning if the branch which he 
has taken up is a profitable one » ” 

‘‘It requires at least $3000 (even to a labor 
ing student if we take his time into considera 
tion) to obtain a college education This in 
dudes the money actually expended and also the 
value of four years at ordinary wages To 
this ne must add the gam to mental efBeiency 
also I have always lived and labored on a 
farm and am acquainted with the practical side 
My vacations are also spent there I am taking 
as general a conrse as possible My object m 
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in college here know what work is and am not 
afraid of it I am satisfied I can bring a good 
farm to a paying basis on that salary [$1000 
to begin with] 

Winter course students 

From the varioos winter courses of 
twelve weeks a considerable number of men 
go out as managers although the larger pirt 
of them return to their own places The 
dairy course winter stndents go into the 
creameries and cheese factories They are 
factory men The value of instruction to 
these men is somewhat definitely indicated 
bj the increase in monthly wages as soon 
as they are ont Following are extracts 
from correspondence with the dairy course 
winter students 

A young man who could have done no 
better than earn ordinary farm wages took 
the winter dairy course and on leaving the 
dairy school he secured a position as oper 
ator in a small cheese factory at $50 per 
month The nevt year his wages were m 
creased to $75 per montli and he has been 
offered $85 per month for the year to fol 
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afford to become mere month hands on 
farms, except only temporarily Tvbcn learn 
mg the business Of course these facts are 
lecognized by good business men, and the 
demand for farm managers from the col 
leges at good remuneration, is greater 
than the supply but the general public 
does not yet seem to realize them 


2 CAN FARMING PAT SUCH SALARIES? 

My reader will at once ask whether agri 
culture can pay such salaries or wages as 
these, and thereupon we come to the es 
sence of the matter The truth is that the 
college graduate has failed to go back to 
the farm m many cases because the farm 
has not been worthy of fais efforts 
must remember, also that the number of 
graduates has not been large 


The economic question 

We may first consider the plain econom 
ics of the case Ope of the common errors 
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equipment may justify tlie hiring of a man 
ager for $1000 per year 

The farm ttself has a responsibility 

In a larger Tvay, however, the difficultj 
has lam with the opportunities that have 
been opened to a well trained man It is 
natural and right that a college graduate 
should enter the line of work that pays bun 
best and is most attractiv e to him , and it is 
the proof of the value of an education by 
means of agriculture that it fits a man as 
well as other education does If the college 
man were content to accept the low remu 
neration of the hired man or the share 
worker or the ordinary foreman, it would 
mean that his course of study had devel 
oped neither power nor ideals 

The farmer himself must meet the situa 
tion The institutions are begmning to do 
their part The leading agricultural col 
leges are now so well established, and are 
teaching in such direct and applicable 
ways, that they are creating a body of abil 
ity and sentiment touching country life that 
has never been known before This ability 
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not follow that all farmers must be college- 
bred, but it must be true that the well 
schooled man, other things bemg equal, 
must have the advantage in the long run 
I do not mean by these remarks to imply 
that college men have not returned to the 
farm, for this would be distinctly untrue, 
but I must urge that it is as fairly ineum 
bent on the farm to bring the young men 
back as on the college to send them back 
Education by means of agriculture is ac 
tne and constructive if the farm is to 
attract the college man, it must be some- 
thing more than passive and traditional 
Neither must it be inferred, on the other 
hand, that the farming business is not now 
rising , for this also would be a great error 
But, except in isolated instances here and 
there, the business has not yet evoh ed to 
the point of full satisfaction to a college 
trained man The present evolution is 
being forced by great economic changes 
and large movements of populations, and 
some of the conspicuous non adaptations of 
farming (of which the so called “aban 
doned farms’' is one) are evidences of it> 
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les of science” nohon I hope that we 
may have vision of something more real 
and fundamental than this we look for 
somethmg structural 


3 HOW STTAT.T. THE I^EXPEBIE^CED 
COIMGE MAN SECURE A FARM TBAIMl.Gt 

I have been speaking of college men who 
are well qualified, by experience and study, 
to become farm managers These men are 
comparable m experience, with graduates 
of law schools who have had some years’ 
experience in a lawyer’s office or with 
graduates of medical schools who have 
had hospital practice and more Many of 
them have had farm apprenticeship, and 
ha^e the age business trainmg and judg 
ment that fit them for independent work 
There are other agricultural college 
men howeaer of equal ability, who have 
not had farm training What opportunities 
shall be provided for such men in our 
scheme of education, to enable them to ae 
quire experience? Here the farm itself 
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that while much is expected of the student 
in agriculture, bttle opportunity is afforded 
him m the way of any training that fitly 
supplements his college course The agri 
cultural colleges cannot do their best work 
for the farms until the fanhs come to their 
aid Of no college is so much demanded as 
of the agricultural colleges, because thev 
are called on not only to educate young 
men and women, but also to find the ways 
of making the farms prodnce the moner 
that will enable the young people to go to 
college They are not only educational, but 
economic and social agencies 

Persons seem to expect more of gradn 
ates of colleges of agnculture than of those 
of other kinds of colleges They seem to 
think that these men will be able at once 
to do all kmds of farm work, tell just what 
the soil ‘ needs,” know what to do with 
anunals m health and disease, and lu 
ticular be able quickly to restore a run 
down farm to profitableness and to be 
willmg to do it “on shares ” Persons do 
not seem to realize the fact that agriculture 
IS a name not for one occupation, but for a 
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senes of many occupations, and every one 
of these occupations should require special 
training The aveiage college graduate is 
not yet a mature man , be may not have bad 
much practical experience ^th more than 
one tind of farming, and ot course this es 
perience cannot be gained at college, his 
judgment must be developed and proved 
In contrast with these remarks, I ought 
to say that certain other persons expect 
too little of these college men , or, m other 
words, they do not give them sufficient 
freedom and opportunity In many ca'^es 
they are given the title of manager, but not 
the power of manager They may have no 
more opportunity for initiative than a good 
hired man The matter is all the worse 
when, as very often happens, the employer 
IS not himself a thorough farmer It is not 
to be expected that an energetic voung col 
lege man, who wants to practise what he 
has learned, will be content or will work to 
best advantage if be is obliged to proceed 
under minute daily orders He expects to 
assume responsibility, and he should be 
allowed this privilege just as rapidly as he 
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shows himself to be capable of it Persons 
who employ a manager must be prepared 
to give up the month hand idea when they 
engage him 

There is still another phase of the sub 
ject to be mentioned it takes time to bring 
a run down farm into profitable produc- 
tiveness, and it IS %ery frequently the run 
down farm that the employer desires to 
put m the hands of a manager No man is 
able to overcome seasons, or to change 
the underlying processes of nature The 
problems must be worked out gradually 
Farming is not the makmg of good crops in 
some one year it is securing the average 
performance of a piece of land through a 
senes of years A run down soil cannot he 
renovated and revived in the way that we 
repair a house I am convinced that the 
time element is not enough considered by 
many persons who employ managers, and, 
as a result, the manager may be discharged 
before a rational course of action can come 
to natural maturity 
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4 REVIEW 

I have made the discussions in this chap- 
ter because I am eonvunced, from a consid 
eraWe experience, that these things need to 
be said in order to put the subject before 
the people on its merits and to correct mis- 
apprehensions In other occupations and 
professions there is a form of experience 
and custom by winch we determine salaries 
and wages, and measure the perfoimance 
of the man In the reorganizing of agri- 
culture, we yet have no such standards 

A course of college instruction m agri 
culture, however complete, cannot be 
expected to do more for a man than a 
comparable course in lav\ or medicine or 
mechanics can do for its students , perhaps 
it can do e\ en less, so far as practical re- 
sults are eoneernetl, because every farm 
business is a very local problem Yet a 
iman should be much better prepared for 
practical farm manager work bv a college 
training than the same man would be witb 
out it The competitions and complexities 
217 



THE TRAINING OF FARMERS 
of agricultural work are now so many that 
the very test training is required to enable 
a man to meet them with any degree of sue 
cess Untrained men are hopelessly handi 
capped, and the disability will become more 
apparent as time goes on The college man 
needs training m business after he leaves 
college, and he must learn the particular 
problems of the one enterprise that he is 
called on to handle It is tune that he re 
ceive help, cooperation, and encouragement 
at the period when he is trying to get a 
hold The farm must actively cooperate 
with the college m the training of farmers 
I hope that I have been able to indicate, 
although imperfectly, a type of obligation 
to the student m agriculture that is sel 
dom discussed, and to suggest to my reader 
that we need a redirection of our attitude 
toward the value of the services of these 
young men and the kmd of encouragement 

that they should receive 
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tions it IS largely because their facilities 
have been almost trivial as compared with 
the work thev have been expected to do 
For years thev Lave been praying for 
funds and freedom to enable them to do 
their work "Whether they will in the 
future accomplish all that is expected of 
them will depend as much on the people as 
on the profeccors, m fact, in the end the 
people have control 

Theee colleges are expensive Thev are 
the most expensiie of all colleges, becau'e 
thev must do «o verr manv things, be pre- 
pared to give advice on everv conceivable 
subject of countrv hfe, have «o much land, 
CO manv different kinds of live-stock, such 
extensive orchards and grounds, reach co 
manv special industries, and give such per 
®onal and practical instruction to their 
students This is exactlv the opposite of 
the prevailing notion, at least until very 
reeentlv There are still some persons who 
think that a college of agriculture should 
be practicallv self supporting, beoan«e it 
engage^ in farming, vet I usually find that 
such persons have difBcultv enough m 
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■vrith appropriations, as if the appropria 
tions were requested for the purpose of 
self aggrandizement or merely to enlarge 
an institution I resent this attitude 
Ideally, the responsible officers of a col 
lege of agriculture should not be obliged to 
request appropriations The state gov 
emment, or other organization represent 
ing society, should acquaint itself with 
yhat things need to be done for agricul- 
tural education m the interest of the state 
itself and then place the necessary funds 
in the hands of those who are capable of 
using them wisely and hold these persons 
to strict account A college of agriculture 
should not be obliged to secure the funds 
With which it may servo the people, it 
should be allowed to devote all its efforts 
to serving the people It is the dutv of 
the responsible head of such a college to 
aequamt the people with the needs of their 
institution The college should not with 
hold the knowledge of anything that is 
required Having stated the needs and 
requirements, the question of how far the 
institution shall be enabled to do its work 
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ongat to rest with the people themselves I 
am aware that this may seem to be utopian 
I do not expect that such a condition will 
come all at once but even a partial change 
of attitude toward constructive state work 
would soil 6 more difficulties than we can 
now appreciate and tins change ought not 
to be difficult to secure and the colleges of 
agriculture cannot do their best work until 
this attitude develops This will come 
when government by influence begins to 
pass away The attitude of the public 
toward these questions is wrong 

Different l.inds of colleges of ognciiltnre 
The scope of any given college of agri 
culture must be determiued by the size and 
nature of the commonwealth and the char 
acter of other educational institutions that 
have already been established m the state 
When the state has divided its work of 
higher education between a university and 
a college of agncnlture the development 
of the college will necessarily be unlike 
that of a college of agriculture that is a 
part of the university "When the two are 
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separate, it is the obligation of the state 
administration so to define the work of 
each that harmony and cooperation will 
result Hostility between the two lessens 
the efficiency of each It is particularly 
important that neither one of the institu 
tions should become possessed of the idea 
that its work is in the nature of the ease 
more important than that of the other, 
either because the one may represent what 
IS conceived to be the broader education or 
because the other may represent what is 
thought to be the more practical and neces 
sary The provmce of educational insti 
tutions IS to fight Ignorance, not to fight 
each other 

There will necessarily be colleges of 
agriculture of differing kinds and grades 
In a small state, the college will natu 
rally be less extensive than in a large 
and wealthy state, but it may be none the 
less effective for its commonwealth All 
the colleges, whether separate or con 
nected, should, of course, be equally free 
to develop a wide range of subject'^ 
Some will become es'sentially agricultural 
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1 SCOPE OP A BIGBIiT DEVELOPED COLLEGE OF 
AaslCXrLTUBE 

■While a college of agriculture is con 
cerned directly with increasing the pro 
ducing power of land, its activities cannot 
be limited narrowly to this field If it is a 
large institution, it should stand broadly 
for rural civilization It must include 
within its activities such a range of sub 
jects as will enable it to develop an enttre 
phtlosophtf or scheme of country life 

On the production side, a first rate col 
lege of agriculture deals with all crops, the 
means of growing them and handlmg them 
and of caring for them in health and dis- 
ease, and with all domesticated or con- 
trolled animals, the means of rearing them 
and handling them and of caring for them 
in health and disease The crops include 
all plants reared by man from the soil, or 
controlled and used by him, as all grains, 
all forage, all fibers, all tunbers and for 
ests, all fruits and garden vegetables and 
flowers, and whatever else in the vegetable 
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tangdom he produces or improves by fore 
sight and care to supply the wants of his 
fellowmen The animals include all tamed 
mammals and birds, all fish that are reared 
and bred, the bees, domestic pets, and all 
others that contribute food, far, pelts, and 
other products for the maintenance and 
comfort of man 

Aside from this, such a college stands 
for the relations of the man to his commu 
nity and to his tune All civilization devd 
ops out of industries and occupations, and 
so it comes that agriculture is properly 
a civilisation, rather than a congeries of 
crafts. The colleges of agriculture repre 
sent this cmhzation, in its material, bnsi 
ness, and human relations Therefore, they 
are not class institutions, representing 
merely trades and occupations The task 
before the colleges of agriculture is noth 
mg less than to direct and to aid in devel 
oping the entire rural civilization, and 
this task should place those who make them 
within the realm of statesmanship 
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Three great lines of worh 

Tlie colleges of agriculture have three 
proper lines of rrork the regular or ordi 
nary teaching, the discovery of truth, or 
research, the extending of their work to 
all the people I mention these in the order 
m vhich they have been recognized These 
colleges are founded on the Land grant 
Act of 1862, the experiment station side 
■was added in 1887, the extension side is 
not yet regularly recognized by Congress, 
although it soon must be acknowledged, 
but it IS established m most of the colleges 
to some degree 

All progress and increased efSciency is 
conditioned on knowledge of the facts and 
laws of nature It is impossible to have a 
good college of agriculture without careful 
research work as its basis Therefore, 
every effort must be made to secure able 
investigators and to enable them to pursue 
their work with perfect freedom, and not 
to hold them rigidly merely to problems of 
immediately so called practical impor 
tance 
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The extent of special knowledge about 
every crop and every kind of animal has 
now come to be so great, and so many per 
sons are asking definite questions and 
deserve sueh explicit and careful replies, 
that teachers are becoming more and more 
cautious about giving advice This calls for 
a greater degree of specialization and con 
sequently many more teachers and experts, 
each teacher teaching only that which he 
personally knows 

Crops and Uve stock 
There are nearly one hundred persons on 
the staffs of certain colleges of agncultuire, 
and yet there are not half enough to make 
it possible to answer anywhere near “ill 
the questions that are asked by farmers m 
person and by letter There must be spe 
eialists in cereals, potatoes, hay and 
forage, the different kinds of fruits, the 
different kinds of vegetables, the different 
kinds of flower crops, forest crops, nursery 
crops, m cattle, sheep, horses and mules, 
swine, bees, fish and other aquatic animals, 
all the different kinds of poultry 
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varieties and types of plants must be bred 
to adapt crops exactly to special eondi 
tions And all these specialties must rest 
on the fundamental sciences of physiology, 
physics, chemistry, meteorology, biology, 
and the others, all of which must also be 
represented by strong teachers Every 
precaution must be taken to develop these 
fundamental sciences coordinately with the 
application work on the farms It is now 
time for the colleges of agriculture to stand 
firmly for a high class curriculum, even 
though all the people are not ready for it 
These subjects must he developed both 
as a means of teaching students and for 
the purpose of developing the agncultural 
productiveness of the state In order to 
illustrate the relation of such effort to the 
general economic welfare of the state, I 
have chosen examples in New York state 
In other states other groups of subjects 
would come to the fore 

Particular examples of crops and live stock 
Nearly all the most important field crops 
of New York have been neglected, and no 
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crops have received the study that is re- 
quired to enable the grower to get the most 
from them There is always a tendency to 
study local crops and specialties, to the 
relative esclusion of the great underlying 
staples I cite hay and pasture, live stock, 
forests, and fish as examples 

Grass is the fundamental crop of the 
state, as it is of most of the northern 
states Of the 15,599,986 acres of improved 
land m farms m New York, 5,154,965 are m 
hay and forage, and 4,366,683 acres are m 
all other crops The remainder, 6,078,338,18 
probably mostly in pasture The unproved 
farm land is, therefore, approximately 
One third in hay 
One third in pasture 
One third in all other crops 
The value of the grass crop is no less sink 
mg The hay crop is worth as much as all 
the dairy products It is worth nearly as 
much as all other crops combmed It is 
worth over five times as much as all the 
orchard products We have no estimate of 
the values of pastures, but the hay and 
pasture crops are undoubtedly worth more 
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than all the animals and animal products 
sold, and are worth more than all the other 
plants or plant products They constitute 
considerably over one third of the total 
products of New York farms The value 
of hay has increased 66 per cent since 
these figures were taken by the last census 
In spite of these facts, New York and other 
states have done comparatively little to aid 
in grass production There is as much op 
portunity for improvement in grass pro 
duction as there is m fruit production 
There should be at least one man to give 
his entire time to a study of the hay ques 
tion He should conduct large numbers of 
cooperati\e experiments and should study 
the great hay crop from seed sowing to 
marketing This is largely an extension 
enterprise but will, at the same time, result 
in much increased knowledge One man 
should devote his entire time to the pasture 
problem He should make a study of pres 
ent pasture conditions throughout the 
state and should try the new kinds of 
grasses, as brome grass, m the different 
regions There should be cooperative 
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pasture experiments in which diiJerent 
mixtures and treatments are used and in 
which the results are measured by pastur 
mg each area separately Both of these 
hues of work would soon require a larger 
number of persons working on them, if the 
situation were met adequately 
There is no point m developing meadows 
and pastures unless live stock is produced 
to consume the crop In fact, the pos 
sibility of developing them depends to a 
great extent on the animals themselves 
The northeastern states need to give new 
and greater attention to the general live 
stock interests, not only for the proBt that 
may come from the stock itself but also 
that better forms of diversified agriculture 
may be established and that fertility of 
lands may be maintained When the fun 
damental crop is by nature grass, a highly 
developed animal hnsbandry must be a 
necessary part of the agriculture Such 
crops and such plans of farm management 
must be encouraged as will make it pos 
sible to feed the live stock profitably The 
East has lost its supremacy m sheep In 
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1850, there were about three and a half mil 
lion sheep in New York There has been 
a continuing and marked decline in the 
number, until in 1900 there were less than 
one million , and yet all the natural condi 
tions for a good sheep husbandry are pres 
ent The rearing of horses should be an 
important part of farm business in the 
East More swine and more beef cattle are 
needed Not only this, but poultry and 
dairy interests should have increased at 
tention 

Another great cropping interest that 
needs to be developed is the forests Tim 
her is as much a crop as com or potatoes 
If shoufd be pfantecf cared for and bar 
vested In the last census year, New York 
led all the states in the value of farm forest 
products The value was about $7,500 000 
worth More than one third of the state is 
in timber or woodlots Very little of this 
vast area is yieldmg anywhere near a full 
crop The ordinary forest is half waste 
Nearly every large farm m most parts of 
the northeastern states has its woodlot as 
it has its meadow, its pasture, or its wheat 
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£eld Farmers should raise the larger 
part of their farm Inmber and timber, as 
they should raise their own meat and but 
ter and fruit and silage It is all the more 
remarkable that the farm forests do not 
receive attention since they exert great m 
fiuence in mamtammg the sources and con 
trolling the flow of streams, in preventing 
floods, in protecting game, and in making 
the country attractive Their value ex 
tends far beyond the particular farm on 
which they stand The proper destiny of 
much of the so called “abandoned” farm 
laud IS to grow forests Much of the re 
mote and agriculturally unprofitable land 
should be owned by townships and counties 
(or by the state), and be used for forest 
In time these lands should return a fair 
revenue to the commuoities 

We think of farming as a dry-land busi 
ness It IS a fact, however, that an acre of 
wafer may be made to yield more food than 
an average acre of land There are tens of 
thousands of acres of fresh water in many 
states, and great expanses of salt water 
In time we shall cnltzvate these fresh waters 
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and the sea shores The man who owns a 
lake or pond, or has the use of one will in 
the future find it to be valuable agneul 
tnral property We shall breed domestic 
varieties of fish as we do of pigs or poul 
try Some of the European peoples are 
doing this now We are still stockmg lakes 
and streams largely with game fish for 
sportsmen As competition increases, 
however ponds must be stocked in the 
same spirit as pastures are stocked Wo 
have passed the hunting stage with cattle 
and sheep Me shall come to a scientific 
development and utilization of water fields 
We shall not allow people to poison and 
pollute the ponds and lakes anv more than 
the wheat fields After we stock the ponds 
and streams with young fish we shall pro 
vide ways whereby the fish ma^ live and 
thrive as we till and fertilize com or 
any other crop This means the dev el 
opment of natural fish forage and also 
such control as will mamtain the balance 
of nature We know praeticallj nothing 
about fish forage and the means of growing 
it in streams and lakes Me have estab 
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culture must have While the home is the 
center or pivot of our civilization, it is the 
last thing to be taught m schools We 
have worked out better plans for feeding 
and rearing live stock than for humans 
The federal government mav investigate 
diseases of sheep in the various states, but 
it may not investigate diseases of men and 
women The whole range of household 
subjects must be taught and if so, there 
must be specialists in food, sanitation, 
nursing, house building, house furnishing, 
and similar subjects , and all these depart 
ments of knowledge must be housed, 
equipped and mamtamed It is probably 
more important that we now attack fhe 
home side of country life than any other 
phase of the work 

The mechanical side 
All the manufacture phases of country 
life must he developed The dairy depart 
ments of the colleges represent one of these 
phases All the subjects relating to the 
canning, drying and preserving of frmts 
are practically untouched in the colleges, 
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and yet nothing is more important to the 
development of onr fruit and vegetable 
gardening interests The curing of meats 
and home manufacture of animal products 
must be taught , and also the whole great 
question of refrigeration and storage 
The whole subject of mechanical power 
and of the best use of machinery must he 
developed on the American farm "With 
ail our knack for invention, we are not the 
foremost people m the application of small 
power to farm work and housework The 
necessity of economizing human labor must 
itself force the nse of gasoline and other 
engines, small water power, electrical 
power, and others, on thousands and mil- 
lions of farms, and the use of such ma- 
chines will set new ideals into the minds of 
men, With the development of long dis 
tance transmission of electric energy, it 
will be increasingly possible for such 
power to be diverted to farm uses , and yet 
we do not seem to be giving much attention 
to this subject, although the development 
IS coming m Germany and other countries 
Every good farm mnst in time have its own 
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power , but we must first tram up a race of 
mecbanic mmded farmers Even the com 
mon farm machinery is not usually under 
stood by those who use it, nor, with all our 
invention of machines for the easier and 
more wholesale farm practices, have we 
yet developed farm machinery to anywhere 
near its possible extent of perfection or 
necessity The burden of household labor 
IS to be solved m part by better mechanical 
contrivances Colleges of mechanic arts 
cannot be asked to develop this subject for 
the farms for they have their legitimate 
professional work, and moreover, the 
problems of farm mechanics are largely 
agricultural The subject must be devel 
oped as part of a constructive philosophy 
of rural hfe 

Engineering questions 
Similar remarks may be made of some 
of tbe applications of engmeermg The 
lay out of the farm, the running of levels, 
drainage irrigation, the making of farm 
bridges, the constmction of farm roads 
and of highways, and the development of a 
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rational point of \iew on engineering prob 
lems as they affect country life, are all of 
the first importance The engineer is to 
exert tremendous influence on the develop 
ment of our rural civilization, playing a 
part that we httle realize to day The 
whole system of highway s and byways will 
be evolved, as one part of the development 
of our natural resources This evolution 
must depend m good part on the attitude of 
the farming people I am afraid that we 
are in danger of making the mistake of 
developing our highways only from trang 
ported material, as we have continued to 
be in error in depending for fertility on 
material mined m some other part of the 
globe The best philosophy of farm life la 
to develop the business directly from na 
tive home resources , this must be equally 
true of roads, at least of the greater nuru 
her of them "What we now very much 
need is knowledge of how to build service 
able highways with the dirt and othar 
material of the neighborhood A good 
roads school could well be added to a co] 
lege of agriculture A course of at Jea^t 


16 



THE TEAINING OF FAEMEKS 
three months might be offered to all high- 
way commissioners and overseers m the 
state, in order that they might be able to 
carry out the instructions of engineers and 
properly to care for the roads under their 
charge, and laws should be so framed 
as to allow any township to send such ofB 
cer to the school The instruction should 
include not only simple road makmg ques 
tions, hut such economic and general 
questions as the relation of highways to 
local taxation and agncultural affairs, the 
proper distribution of highway service, and 
the general development of the community 
and state A state cannot afford to ex 
pend large sums for highways until the 
local officers are properly trained for their 
duties The whole subject is broadly an 
agricultural question, and the instruction 
should be sympathetically tied to other 
agricultural instruction 

Farm architecture 

The point of view on the proper kmds 
of buildmgs for the rnral country must be 
radically changed before such buildmgs 
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can be perfectly adapted to their uses or 
country life he ivholly attractive We are 
so accustomed to onr buildings, both m 
country and city, that we do not think to 
challenge them, and yet there are rela 
tively very few buildings in the world that 
are either good to look at or are well 
adapted to tbeir ends All architecture is 
either good or bad, whatever the building 
costs it must have good proportions and 
exactly meet the needs for wluch it is con 
strncted Certain boves appeal to us in 
their attractive shape, yet we forget that 
shape and proportion are the first eon 
siderations in the good looks of buildings 
All the sanitary waterworks and other 
conveniences of modern residences must 
come into country districts, and this will 
call for new plans of buildings How to 
build a house to save steps, to cause it to 
be sanitary and checrfal, to insure good 
construction, to make it comfortable and 
durable, are questions of careful planning, 
and the more we build by merely copying 
other buildings or depending on the wit of 
the carpenter, the longer will we continue 
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to be held by tradihon The silent and 
continuing influence of the building in 
which it lives, has a powerful effect on the 
child The proper building of barns^ 
dames, stables, creameries, poultry houses/ 
and all the other constructions of the farm 
must now receive expert attention The 
experts cannot be practising architects; 
because the fees m farm building are in 
sufficient, the regular architects do nof 
study these questions The experts musf 
come from the colleges of agriculture of 
other public institutions Within a genera 
tion, the greater part of all the farm build 
mgs m North America should be rebuilt 
Who IS going to direct the worh.' 

The farms of a college of agriculture 
should have a number of model farm 
houses of different cost, with the grounds 
properly laid out and planted, as example^ 
to the people of the state 

The landscape 

Related to this is the development of the 
landscape features of the open country,—" 
the proper subdivision and lay out of 
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farms, the placing of bmldmgs for best 
effect, the plan and planting of all yards 
and roadsides and school grounds and 
church grounds, the preservation and imi 
provement of scenery AU this is neces 
sary to make the country as attractu e and 
as satisfying as the city It is also an 
economic question Plans are already 
under iray in a few of the states for the 
parking of the entire area of the common 
wealth in such a way as to make all parts 
accessible, to de\ clop what is best in every 
part, to preserve all good natural features 
This idea will estend to every part of the 
country in tune, developing local patriot 
ism and increasing the values of property 
Scenery as well as soil can be capitalized, 
and made to yield a profit The increase 
in values of farm property is coming 
largely as a result of good roads and gen 
eral improvement, rather than merely 
from better farming 

The leadership for this general improve 
ment work should be expected to come 
from a college of agriculture I would not 
appropriate the professional work of the 
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landscape architect, but he does not look 
for clients among the worlcmg farmers, and 
he could not secure fees enough to make Jt 
^vorth the while to de\ote his life to strictly 
rural work Yet all the persons on the 
land are entitled to a developed point of 
view on surroundings and scenery 

Farm management 

All the technical special work can he 
tied together by a department of farm 
management which develops in the stu 
dents' mmds a busmess philosophy or sya 
tern There is great need of informatioii 
on the plannmg and lay out of farms 
Urea is so simpie s m&tier as arrasga 
ment of fields, there is need for much study 
and experiment The whole cropping 
scheme on the farms should be overhauled 
Special mvestigations should be made of 
farmmg systems for hill lands, now that 
the older farmmg is being driven from 
these regions The entire subject of farm 
accomiiiog must be attacked in a new way 
The ordmary bookkeepmg will not apply 
In visitmg practically every farmer in one 
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of the counties of an eastern state, not one 
man was found who knew how much it cost 
him to produce milk or to raise any of his 
crops 

If the different courses in a highly devel 
oped college of agriculture are not tied to 
gether, the student is likely to lose himself 
m details and to fail to construct for him 
self a business plan that will work 

The human problems 

The people themselves and the affairs 
whereby they live must also be studied 
These are economic and social questions, 
concerned with the whole problem oi how 
the people organize their lives and their 
business On the economics side are the 
great questions of taxation, distribution of 
products, marketing, business orgamza 
tion, and the like The whole relation of 
the man and woman to the community in 
respect to social intercourse, schools, 
churches, societies, the broad influence of 
telephones and roads and machinery on 
rural life, the social results of immigration, 
the scheme of rural go\ernmeiit, the poll 
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cies of cooperation m a thousand ways, 
and, m short, the structure of rural society, 
constitute a special field of inquiry For 
cities many of these questions have been 
studied with care, and measures of relief 
have been set on foot when they were 
found to be needed, but m the country 
these great human problems are practi 
cally untouched There is as much need of 
an agricultural application of economic 
and social studies as there is need of an 
agricultural application of chemistry, m 
fact, there is greater need of it, for at the 
bottom all civilization is but a complex of 
these human questions 

Training teachers 

If the public schools must teach persons 
how to live, the effort will call for a com 
plete change in their methods and point of 
view New teachers must be trained "We 
cannot expect any very great progress by 
merely adding new work to old methods or 
asking present teachers to take on a nev 
philosophy of service The whole school 
system must be redirected and recon 
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By extension Tvork, I mean all kinds of 
teaching with the people at their homes 
and on the farms. The three great phases 
or sides of agricultural college work, as I 
have said (page 228), are the experiment 
or research, the regnlar college teaching, 
and the ontside teachmg The college 
teaching must be founded directly on the 
knowledge gamed in research, and the ex- 
tension work must be founded on both. 

A college of agriculture cannot serve the 
state as it is capable of doing without en- 
gaging in many kinds of extension work. 
It ought to serve farmers who cannot go 
to college, or who do not know what a col- 
lage TVie, cjaWege. wivsl Vie. the 

people All state colleges should become 
a real part of the machmery of society (or 
the state), participatmg directly in all 
work for the good of the people, so far as 
such work comes witbm the range of their 
subject matter The agricultural colleges, 
tberebv, may express the needs and the 
ideals of the people on the land. 

Although much extension work of an 
agricultural nature has been done, it is 
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ne\ ertheless xreak and fragmentary as 
compared ^ith what needs to be aceoip 
plisbed A broad system or plan, national 
in its scope, is now needed, to rouse the 
entire open country and to set at work the 
ferment of new ideas and new practices 
I am not to be understood as saying that 
extension work with farm people is the 
exclusive province of the colleges of agci 
culture Other colleges, universities and 
schools may engage in it with satisfaction 
to themselves and the people, if they are 
equipped for the work, and it is always 
well to have several points of view on the 
same line of effort The regular colleges 
of agriculture are the institutions that are 
at present best qualified or equipped for 
this form of extension teaching, and it \s 
to be expected that they will always hold 
the leadership in the agricultural phases 
of the work In extension teaching for 
farm people, we need a cooperative effort, 
conducted on a wide and comprehensive 
plan, between the technical and the sq 
called liberal sides 
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Kinds of extension tborh 

Extension ivork m agriculture includes 
all effective personal acquaintanceship 
with the farmers of the state, all inspec 
tion of farms that is not legal and police in 
character , the giving of advice by eorre 
spondence, publication of an educational 
nature, cooperation with societies and 
organizations , advisory and cooperative 
work with schools, the organizing of boys’ 
and girls’ clubs m schools and country 
districts , the conducting of reading* 
courses for farmers, farmers’ wives and 
^ rural school teachers , experiments or 
demonstrations on farms , running of 
“farm trains”, holding of “farmers’ 
weeks” and other conventions, lectures, 
itinerant schools, and the like, and all 
species of helpfulness and advice to the 
people on the land The extension depart 
ment of a college of agriculture should be 
a means of aronsing the country people, 
and then of helping and gnidmg them It 
will be effective m proportion as it works 
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this IS tme It certainly \nll not be trne 
■when thev constitute part of a well organ 
ized extension teaching scheme The na 
tore of their work will change from year 
to year, as any other living work changes , 
but it will always be necessary to instruct 
the farm people at their homfes It will be 
inoreasmgly necessary to substitute dem 
onstration and laboratory work for much 
of the lecturmg We must develop a new 
type of mstitnte man, unlike the college 
professor on the one hand and the so 
called practical farmeronthe other These 
men must be tramed for this kind of public 
work, as carefully as other men are 
trained to be chemists or engineers They 
should live for at least part of the rear on 
the land, and they should also be connected 
wuth an institution that can keep them m 
touch with the best and latest information 
In other words, they should be farmers as 
well as students, and students as well as 
farmers The regular college or experi 
ment station specialist will be called on 
here and there when expert knowledge of 
a particular kmd is -wanted, but his mam 
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effort should not be diverted from his reg 
ular work The institute teacher, m all 
the states, "vnll then be chosen with the 
same care that a college or experiment 
station chooses the members of its staff, 
his teaching will be as carefully watched 
and supervised TJnder these conditions 
the institutes will endure 

Teaching on farms 

I regard certain kinds of demonstration 
work on farms as of the greatest teaching 
value, if it IS conducted by a good teacher 
Our educational methods have been greatly 
improved by the introduction of the labo 
xatory, whereby a student is set at work 
with a personal problem The laboratory 
work may be the actual observation and 
study of a plant disease or an animal dis 
ease, of a rock, a soil, a physical phenom 
enon, the making of a school garden, the 
making of cheese or butter, the feeding of 
a cow or horse, the mcnbating of eggs, 
work in an orchard or greenhouse, the 
planning of grounds or buildings, or what 
ever other actual work that it is worth 
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Trhile to do under the gmdance of a 
teacher Kou', a man’s farm is lus labora 
torv Iso one may direct him hosv to man 
age his farm, but a good teacher coming 
to his place mav set tum into new Imes of 
thinkmg and put him in the way of helpmg 
himself In a moment of my younger en 
thusiasm I once wrote that every farm m 
a state should be visited at least once 
each, year bv a good teacher My maturer 
;)ndgment leads me to expand the statement 
to the effect that every farm m every state 
should be considered as one part in an 
nnderlymg fabric of bpman evolution, and 
that m the interest of society every farm 
should ultimatelv be known to some one 
who represents society, to the end that that 
farm may be made a more effective nmt m 
the great plan 

TThenever an agricnltnral problem is 
worked out in the laboratory, its applica 
tion should be at once widely demonstrated 
in the field under actual farm or garden 
conditions and this of itself will require 
a large corps of high class men This will 
relieve the continumg demand for local 
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espenment stations Field Jaboratories 
will need to be established in the localities 
nntiJ the application of the problem to the 
locality IS worked out I think (as I have 
said on pages 6, 73) that some of the aid 
rendered to special communities and inter 
ests, however, should be paid for directly 
by the comiDunities themselves so far as 
the services of the expert or agent are con 
cerned 

Teaching on farms I consider, therefore, 
to be essential to rural progress What 
ever has thus far been accomplished m 
this kind of teaching is the merest be 
ginning of what a state would profit by 
This kind of teaching will be most effec 
tive when it can follow or be made a part 
of the survey or inventory work that I 
have advised (page 32) 

Local leaders 

If a college of agncalture is to extend 
itself over the state, it will need to have 
local agents or representatives, who will 
keep the institution informed of the needs 
of the locality and be prepared to give 
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advice and to look out for the agricultural 
welfare of the people This agent should 
be to agricultural interests what the 
teacher is to educational interests and the 
pastor to religions interests This type of 
local leader has already been set to work 
in Canada and beginnings m an experi 
mental way are also being made elsewhere 


2 THE WORK IS nPON ITS 

All this may seem to be far away to the 
philosopher and the dreamer but the plain 
people are now ready Every college of 
agriculture receives requests and demands 
from the folks on the farms and m the 
rural schools that it cannot adequately 
meet and something must be done to meet 
these calls if the rural problem is to find 
solution and if farmmg is to escape from 
tradition 

Tbe institutions are even now well de 
voted to working out many sueb welfare 
problems as I have sketched Tbe ideals 
are the product of a few far seemg persons 
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of entrance and cumeulum, but by the 
character and spirit of the enterprise They 
must of course maintam standards of ad 
ministration and scholarship as high as 
those of other institutions, but they must 
be allowed to work out their proper con- 
tribution to educational progress 

The results of scientific work are begin 
ning to be apparent in the attitude toward 
country life questions The investigations 
have challenged all the old ideas and meth- 
ods, and all practices are now in the pro 
cess of becoming rational The extent of 
scientific investigation m the interest of 
agriculture is unparalleled in its scope and 
organization, this world wide effort is 
hound to work itself out m wholly new and 
more effectne schemes of life, and when 
the scientific or truth seeking spirit be 
comes dominant m country life, it will 
mean the end not only of blind haphazard 
in farming but of patronage and “infiu 
ence” m government, for it is as neces- 
sary that rural goiernment (and all gov 
ernment) be scientific as that agriculture 
be scientific There can never be a good 
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The college of agnenlture caimot, of 
course, attack all the problems of rural 
communities directly, but it can set forces 
and activities m motion that mil go a long 
vray toward solving many of the questions 
not immediately mthm its sphere The 
very difficult farm labor problem is a case 
in point The stringency in farm labor 
should be alleviated by various forms of 
public action , but the final solution of the 
difficulty lies m such a redirection of conn* 
try life as mil enable the situation to take 
care of itself It cannot be expected that 
labor may be found m enormous quantities 
for very brief periods in the year and im- 
ported bodily into country districts; nor 
that the individual farmer may look for 
satisfactory results from hired help that 
is brought in from tbe outside and that has 
no connection mth the life or mterests of 
the rural community The present scarcity 
of farm labor is in large part a symptom of 
an imperfectly developed rural society, and 
the correction must come slowly through a 
process of education 

The public begins to realize the situation 
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and to appreciate the contribution that in- 
dustrial education is making to the eonmion 
good The people on the farms are begin 
nmg to lend a hand I would hare them still 
more completely realize their responsibility 
and thereby actively help the work to grow, 
in the interest not only of farming but of 
the national welfare 

It is ineumbent on all good citizens, 
everywhere, to help forward the rural civil 
ization as actively as the urban cmliza 
tion, for both are equally in need of the 
best service of every man and woman 
The commeroa) and sowal isolation of 
the farm is passing The country town is 
no longer the market and the center of 
interest The farmer is lapidly becoming 
a citizen of the world All fais problems 
must have a larger treatment than they 
have ever had before 
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